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Scott McDonald opens up 
on Celtic, scoring goals and 
Stirring his teammates. 


ou must be looking 
forward to playing 
in front of your 
home crowd in 
Melbourne against Oman. 
Talways lock forward to 
playing in front of the crowd 
in Melboume. It's a great 
feeling. We definitely need 
the points. It's strange ~ you 
go from one day doing so 
well in qualifying for the 
World Cup, then all the focus 
switches to the Asian Cup 
qualifying. We don't want to 
miss out and we need toget 
three points on the board. 


It would be a great place 

to break your international 
scoring duck. 

That would be great. The 
issue is now creeping up and 
it's still not happened. I've 
just got to keep trying and 
working hard. 


Do you prefer playing 

as alone striker orin a 
partnership, forexample 
with Josh Kennedy? 

I've done both now for the 
team. Ultimately, Ijust want 
to be playing. The coach 
has got a few different 
formations, and they've been 
quite successful so far, and 
I'm more than willing to fit 
in with his plans. 


The Netherlands will 
present a big challenge 

in Sydney. 

It's a good test for us. We 
played Holland last year 
and did quite well, getting 
aresult over there. 
Obviously, they are a very 
good technical side. It will 
be a good test leading into 
the World Cup, anda 
chance for the likes of 
myself and other players 
to show we deserve a 

spot in the squad. 


We'll see where we are 
as a team. 


On the domestic front, 

is the main focus at Celtic 
this season to reclaim the 
title from Rangers? 

One hundred per cent. It's 
certainly our focus this 
year after coming so close 
last year. I've now had the 
highs and lows of winning 
and losing the title, and I 
know which one I prefer. 
It's gone down to the wire 
the last two seasons, and 
hopefully it doesn't go to 
the last game this time 
-my heart can't take 
much more of that. Also, 
playing in Europe has 
been a major target. We're 
in the Europa League 

and want to qualify for 
the next stage. 


Will you be at Celtic for 
the foreseeable future? 
‘There have been a few 
rumours, but I'm very happy 
where Iam. 1 want to bring 
success fomyselfand to 

the club, and to keep on 
scoring goals. 


Have you given any stick to 
your Celtic teammates who 
have missed out on the 
World Cup? 

Only a little tiny bit-I did 
promise a few I'd send some 
postcards from South Africer. 
To be honest, I felt sorry for 
those who missed out. 

There were a lot oi sad faces 
around here last month, 
and I'd love as many of 

the squad to go to South 
Africa as possible. It'sa 
great chance todevelop 

as « player. 
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more young people of 
talent Indigenous background to 
heFFA'sIndigenous _ play football asa way to 
Football Development improve their life through 
Program (IFDP is. better health, better education 
10-year national and improved skills,” he said. 
plan to increase the number “Indigenous players from 
wol Indigenous people other sports show that success 
playing football. in sport has a very positive 
FFACEOBen Buckleyishoping — effect on the local community 
tounearth Indigenous players and we want football to have 
whocancompeteatthetoplevel. the same impact. 


Your chance 


to meet 
Tim Cahill 


Donate $20 to UNICEF 

and you could win a trip to 
England to watch Tim Cahill 
play for Everton. 

Ifyou would like to meet 
Qantas Socceroo star and 
watch him pley in the Everton 
v Manchester United match at 
Goodison Park on February 
20,2010, simply make a 
minimum $20 online donation 
to UNICEF's West Africa 
appeal between now and To enter, simply visit the 
January 15,2010,anddescribe competition page at 
why Cahill is one of your uniceforg.au. 
favourite Qantas Socceroos. UNICEF is the United 

The best entrant will win Nations Children’s Fund 
return economy flights for and relies entirely on 
two people (from your nearest voluntary donations and 
international airport) with support from partners. 
Qantas, five nights’ twin-share 
accommodation, tickets and 
transfers to the game. 

See terms and conditions 
atuniceforg.au. 
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“Of course, we also hope that 
we will find more talented 
young players who can goon ts adac i 
toplay at the highest level, n m d | 
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and Westfield Matildas, as well inter rath 
as the Hyundai A-League, the ‘ }OEC 
Westfield W-League and our aa 
other competitions.” Unit 

The 10-year aim of the program t 
is to have at least five percent 
of players in all national teams 
and major competitions of 
Indigenous background. 
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off on October 3, 
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Football 
with style 


he Westfield 
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gives talented. 
elite female players the 
spportunity to play ina high 
onal competition 


$s second season 


“Jd W-League 


‘on kicked off on 

irday, October 3 

eams in the 

vane 
Roar, Canberra United, Centra 
Coast Mariners, Melbourne 
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ad of Women’s 


Football, Leeanne Grantham 
aid the women’s game 

has enjoyed a rapid rise 

in popularity 


Women’s football has beer 
the fastest-growing team 
sport for girls for 
fi nd is enjoyed by 
more than 100,000 women 


iris in regi 
etition 
You can catch 


Westfield W-Lea: 


Grantham said 


3pm. For the 
cl information, 
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Your ticket 
to the 
World Cup 


WHIRL (noun, verb): the 
‘tion (m 
ve one’s head 
nonstrate their love for 
Hyundai A-League football 
Hyundai's 'I Love Football 
competition for the Hyundai 
AI eason 2009-10 is 
encouraging fans to ‘Give it 
a WHIRL for achance to take 


verent) 


off to the 2010 World Cup 
Fans ar g asked to 
submit a photo or vi 
of them WHIRLING to be 


eligible for the following 


great prizes 

Monthly major winners 

will receive a return trip 
and accommodation to the 
2010 A-League Grand Final. 
Winners will be selected by 
a panel based on creativity, 
originality and passion. 
Monthly minor winners will 
ive an autographed 
A-League playing 


re 


every month. 

One major prize winner 
x trip for two 
to the 2010 World Cup. 
This prize will be determined 
by st for the six 
monthly winners during 
the finals series, with the 
winner to be announced 
me of the 2010 
A-League Grand Final 

Give ita WHIRL for 


achance to win these 


will rec 
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he Patron 
thal, 


sensational prizes, courtesy 
of Hyundai, simply by 
submitting your entry to 
ilovefootball.com.au 


STRIKING 


GOLD 


Inthe biggest coup in the A-League’s short history, Australian star Jason Culina turned 
his back on Europe and joined new club Gold Coast United for the 2009-10 season. 
Back home and at the peak of powers, he is adamant his game will get even better. 


ason Culina has only been back in his native 
Australia for a few months, but he has already 
heard enough from the doubters to last him 
alifetime 

He shouldn't have come back just yet, the 
critics said. It’s far too early in his career. 

The 29-year-old, a regular at the last World Cup 
and a man with more than 20 European Champions 
League matches to his credit, was surely jeopardising 
not just his prospects for the 2010 World Cup, but the 
Qantas Socceroos to boot. He turned his back on the 
high-profile European game and a new contract offer 
from Dutch giant PSV Eindhoven in favour of a return 
to his home country to play for A-League newcomer 
Gold Coast United. 

How could he be prepared to man the trenches 
in the engine room of the Socceroo midfield in the 
white-hot environment of a World Cup group match 
if he hadn't prepared by playing in a high-quality 
European league, the sceptics asked. 

Oi course, those same naysayers rarely level the 
same critique at Craig Moore, the Brisbane Roar 
central defender and former Socceroo skipper, who 
is expected to form the lynchpin of the Australian 
backline in South Africa on exactly the same 
preparation. But then when was criticism ever 
measured — or often rational. 

Justified or not, Culina has heard it all - and is 
ignoring it. 

Rather than worrying about those who question his 
wisdom or ambition because of his decision to leave 
the European stage at the peak of his playing powers, 
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as he helps to build and develop the sport in the 
country of his birth, Culina believes the sceptics 
have missed the point. 

He is, he says, only enhancing his skill set and 
developing himself as a player by plying his trade 
in the elite domestic competition. 

The eloquent Culina, a man who can marshall 
an argument as well as he strokes a through ball 
down the attacking channel for prolific goalscoring 
teammate Shane Smeltz, insists that he is broadening, 
not narrowing, his game with the Gold Coast. 

Coach Miron Bleiberg is allowing him to give more 
expression to his natural attacking talents - talents 
regularly demonstrated in his teenage days when 
he began to make his name as a skilful and creative 
youngster in the old NSL. 

But when former Socceroo boss Guus Hiddink 
brought him to Eindhoven after spells at Ajax and FC 
Twente in the Netherlands, and transformed him into 
a hard-working holding midfielder - a “screener” or 
“controller” as the Dutch prefer to call them — Culina’s 
attacking days seemed to become a thing of the past. 
He played the new role with distinction for both PSV 
and Australia 

Yet those attacking instincts have never 
deserted him, While Australia’s coach Pim 
Verbeek will almost certainly ask him to play 
his usual role against the Netherlands and 
Oman, Culina can be relied upon to take any 
chances he gets in or around the penalty box 
with aplomb - if the pattern of the games 
allows him to get forward, } 


NEWLIFE 
Jason Culina 
is hungry for 

success with his 

new A-League 
clubGold 
Coast United 
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“It was what the team 
needed at the time and Guus 
saw something different 
in me,” he says, recalling 
his changed role. “I really 
enjoyed playing in that 
position. It was great. But 
naturally | am more of an 
attacking player. | love going 
forward, I love supporting 
the two front men. It is 
frustrating at times not to be 
able to play yourself in your 
natural position, but you do 
the job that the coach wants 
you to do.” 

Those who decry the 
standard of the A-League are 
way off target, insists Culina, 
who is the first national team 
regular to transfer back home 
at the high point of his career 
Australian footballers are 
generally not rated as well 
as they should be, Culina 
suggests, and that applies to 
the A-League as a whole. In 
contrast, he argues, several 
overseas leagues are given 


a higher billing than they 
should get because of the 
excellence of a handful of 
their leading teams. 


I think I am still the 
fittest and sharpest 
guy in the national 
team and I have not 
dropped my game 
at all, I have too 
much pride in my 
game and in myself 
to do that. 


have always been bullish 
about the A-League in 
general. I think it’s growing 
and getting better and that 
Australian players in general 
are underestimated. I do 
believe honestly that we are at 
avery high level here and we 
just don’t get the opportunity 
to show it,” he says. 


“A lot of people, when they 
watch the English Premier 
League on television and 
watch the likes of Manchester 
United and Manchester City 
and Chelsea and Arsenal, 
imagine the rest of the English 
league is watching those four 
or five teams. And it's not. 1 
can tell you that it’s not. 

“It was also like that in 
Holland. We had some horrible 
games, and some very average 
teams playing there. It's the 
same in England - it’s no 
different, If you take away the 
top few teams, you look at the 
rest, they are not all that high 
a standard, 

“We have been 
underestimated for a long 
period of time, and it’s time to 
change that. We do have some 
very good players here capable 
of playing ata high level and a 
lot of people will be able to see 
that shortly.” 

Surely, though, Culina must 
have had some doubts about 
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WORLD FIRST 
Celebrating with 
rry Kewell 


up against 


the wisdom of coming home 
now rather than waiting 
until the 2010-2011 season? 
Especially after Verbeek had 
made his widely reported 
comment that the intensity 
of training and playing ata 
big European club - even in 
the reserve team - might be 
greater than playing first team 
football in Australia 

“Not at all,” Culina shoots 
back. “I think | am still the 
fittest and sharpest guy in the 
national team and I have not 
dropped my game at all 

“| have too much pride in 
my game and in myself to 
do that. | want to prove to 
myself that coming back here 
is not a drop in any level and 
I feel that lam becominga 
better player now because | 
am expressing myself more 
and enjoying myself more. 
Anyone who thinks my level 
has dropped or will drop has 
got to be kidding. I will never 
let it happen 
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“I drive myself h. Iknow 
that my football career is not a 
long one so, in the short time 
that I have to play football, 1 
want to do my best. | want to 

how everybody just how good 
1am. | have probably on 
another 

me, so I want to give it my all 
and | want to show just how 
good I am and that I deserve 
to be where | am and ach 
what I have 

lina will, if the Australian 

game develops the way it 
should, occupy a pivotal 
position in its emerging history 
because of the 
career that he h 
Several decorated Si 

Moore, Melbourne Victory 

ptain Ke Muscat and 
Brisbane midfielder Danny 
Tiatto to name but three 
also returned, but all w 
their 30: 
highest level in Europe were 
behind them. 

Culina is the poster boy of 

A-League, but he is not at 
all perturbed by the ¥ 
ation that rests u) 
his shoulders. 

“It wasn’t that hard a 
decision. [ had 10 years in 
Europe and I came back here 
basically for a new challenge. 
Thad achieved what I wanted 
to in Europe and I wan 
to do something different,” 

ays. “Lenjoyed myself 
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Football 
matters 


Jason Culina shar 
thoughts on his father 
Branko, the World Cup 
in South Africa and the 
‘Oranjification’ of the game 
in Australia, 
On his father Branko, coach 
of the Newcastle Jets and one 
of Australian football's most 
respected figures: 
dis influen as enor 
Without him I wouldn't b 
playing football, tha 
What he e in the 
saching, all the tim 
otaking me to trainin 
certain th 


encouraging n li the time. 


GREEN AND BOLD 
Culina believes 
Australiacan improve 
on its 2006 World 
Cup showing. 


immensely while | was over 
there and had some great 
challenges, but I just thought 
it was time fora bit of a 
change. I had been in Holland 
for 10 years and felt that anew 


[it wasn’t for my fatherand 
my mother (Nada), I wouldn't 
be where | am. He's been 
unbelievable. Dad's done a 
great job, and {t's great tosee 
him back in the A-League. 
On the Dutch influence in 
the local game, with coach 
Pim Verbeek, assistant Henk 
Duut and technical director 
Han Berger: 

ic thing for the 


the world, and they produ 
Why not 


longed teach 


many good pla 


= game’ 
ve had with 
players in Europe, and 


n Guu: 


Pim Verbeek, why 0 jot 


bring more in and show u 
toplay th 


atmosphere and a new bunch 
of crowds would freshen 
things up, so here I am 
T think it was the right 
decision. Players are always 
king to go to the right club 


On Mile Sterjovski. friend and 
formor teammate who has also 
returned to the A-League: 
"He definitely won't harm 
his World Cup prospects by 
K-League. He's too 
nd is like me—he 
ch pride to not war 
do his best. He wamts 
another Work 


ong time with h 
the 
On his move home to Gold 
Coast United: 


STAR ATTRACTION 


for all of the right reasons 
I was involved in a very 

am in Holland, 
winning championships, and 
playing in the Champions 
League. 

“| didn’t want to go 
mewhere where I wouldn't 
be playing for championships, 

I knew that coming back 

here to the Gold Coast, after 
speaking to Miron and (owner) 
Clive Palmer, I knew they 

had the ambition to create a 
successful team and club here, 

“I wanted to be part of 
something that was going 
to be successful, and so far 

's gone well and I haven't 
regretted my decision one 
bit. I did also have the 
opportunity to stay at PS' 
was offered a new deal the 
so I could have remained 
in Europe, but I decided to 
come back here for the new 
challenge.” 

Most Australians follow the 
English Premier League, and 
most of the top Australian 
players have played (or still do) 
in the best-known league in 
the world. Culina didn't and, 

his view expressed on the 

andard of the top English 
division might suggest, he 
losing any sleep over it 

“It’s not at all an unfulfilled 
ambition, not in any way. | 
never had any real ambition 
to play there. I always wanted 


alot of history and tradition 
Wa don't, but we want tobe 
successful straightaway. 
All geod teams should want 
tobe suci 

On World Cup2006 and the 
Qantas Socceroos’ hopes 
for 2010: 
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Fact file 


Previous clu 
Jnited, Sydne 
Aj Germina 
Beerschot (loan 
De Graafs 
FC Twente 

PSV Eindhove: 
Australia games: 42 
Australiagoals:! 


to playinach 
banda team that! felt I 


re were options alor 
land, but I just 
sn’t the right time and 
move and the rig! 
team for me, so I did knock 
a couple of offers. 1am 
always looking to better myself 
and be in an environment 
where | can express myself 
and get better. 
“TL won't name any team: 
s clubs towards the bottom 
of the EPL table and there we: 
couple of Championship teams 


like PS 
Champions League - and they 
were not going to do that. 1 
hope b’ ng back to Gold 
Coast I can continue that. | 
feel we ha great chanci 
of winning the champions 
and playing in the Asian 
Champions L 
Every player 
t themselv 
they 
a, the ACL is a great 
club incentive.” 
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While Culina’s memorit 
the past two outings ag. 


Eindhoven last year a 
draw in Rotterdam just before 


of the last foray into 
Cup in 2007. 


Md «ML Mz a 
I wanted to be 

part of something 
that was going to 
be successful. 


Oman, a Ie 
er Thailand ensured 
the Qantas Socceroos would 
make the knoc! 
that’s where it ended against 
Japan in ally shootout 
at in Hanoi 
hile the new World Cup 
qualifying route through Asia 
ensured some testing workouts, 
it also gave the playe 
preparation and fresh insights 
for the Asian Cup qualifying 
And the 
2, says Culina, is 


- 
FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
AUSTRALIA 


not to underestimate the 
quality of the opposition 
Sure, Australia got the 
better of Japan in its World 
Cup qualifying group with a 
andadraw 


goalless draw by Indonesia 
in Jakarta and defeated by 
Kuwait in Canberra in its 

ian Cup qualifiers 


Admittedly, those past two 
matches did not feature all 
the leading European-base 
players, but the likes of Craig 
Moore and Archie Thompson 


re involved, and the results 


and challenges encountered 
in the Asian World Cup 
qualifying group show the 
nothing can be taken for 
granted 

‘There's a lot more games 
involved in 
travelling, you are going to a lot 
more different places you 
never been to be! 


tous and present 
challenge. N 
> didn't know. W 
to be on ourg 
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YOU CAN STOP AT ENOUGH / 
AND GO NO FURTHER, 
SATISFIED WITH BEING JUST / 
\NOTHER NAME ON THE TEAMSHEET, / 


D BE THEIR WORST NIGHTMARE, 


THE ONE WHO CAN / 
TURN A GAME IN AN INSTANT 


TAKES THE PENALTY,“ 
IN THE 90TH MINUTE. / 
BLE FOR HIS TEAM, £ 


JT BLEEDS INTO THEM,“ 


WHO TURNS DOUBT INTO BELIEF 
A BUS RIDE HOME SPENT IN SILENCE 
INTO ONE SPENT IN / 
DEAFENING CELEBRATION, / 


BE THE ONE THAT THEY,” 
WORRY ABOUT DAYS BEFORE KICK-OFF, 


BE THE ONE THEY WANT / 
INJURED IN THE WARM-UP. 
WHO BLURS THE LINE, 
BETWEEN HATE AND RESPECT, / 
WHO CAN NEVER BE STOPPED, 
ONLY FEARED. 


MAKE YOUR MARK / 
ON EACH AND EVERY GAME, / 
ODAY. TOMORROW. IN TRAINING. / 
NEXT SATURDAY 


MAKE THE 


DIFFER 
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ete 
ies I Powerhouses si such 
France are still sweating. Argentina is fifth in a South ee a “It’s ee ite | aoe ‘party that it was in 
~ American slugfest where only the top four nations | pA Sydney four r years ago, | butit: } will mean j just, as much. 


go through automatically. Its fans jyyyyypyyyy 
are terrified. Just like we were 
last time. And the time before 


that. World Cup qualificationis Qatar in Doha was 
like a night at home 
cleaning the kitchen. 


meant to be terrifying. 

And yet this time it hasn't been. 

Well, that's not exactly true. 
In the first qualifying stage in Kunming, China, the 
brilliant Mark Schwarzer gave away and then saved a 
penalty that might have represented our bacon. And the 
away fixture with Bahrain in Manama (cue Muppets 
song) was a 92-minute horror show with an ending so 
unjust and so wonderfully unlikely that it could have 
barely surprised more had the c a panned back to 
Mark Bresciano with a full head of hair. 

But we kept winning. Nine points out of a pos 

n that brave draw with Japan aftera 

preparation in Yokohama. On June 6, 2009, we became 
the second country to earn qualification to South Africa, 
beaten out of first place only by the Blue Samurais 
enjoying an earlier kick-off time. 


Hilti Milldliiitittitlilldd 
0-0 at home against “here they cons 


I ~The Socceroos are off to join the 
world’ 's biggest party — South Africa 


Hill has called all but one 
of Australia’s qualifiers in 
this campaign and, in his 
view, the latest effort is even 
more meritorious than 2005. “People have really 
underestimated how difficult this qualification 
‘was because the Socceroos made it look so easy. It's 
sometimes difficult for people back home to understand 
how hot it is in Qatar, or how body-sapping the altitude 
was in Ch 

“While it’s fair to say Australia did have the more 
straightforward of the two Asian groups, it was a road 
full of potential potholes — and they managed to avoid 
most of them.” 

In Germany in 2006, our 32-year absence from the 
World Cup finals meant fans couldn’t realistically 
expect anything. Those mad 10 minutes against 
Japan would alone have been enough. } 


~ , UNITED FRONT 
¥ : As the cn team 
= wa 1p before the 
r World Cup qualifier 
a eeet against Iraq in J 
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But then there was an even 
better performe 
Brazil, and the unforgettable 
heroics against Croatia. The 
Qantas Socceroos didn't just fall 
into the second round; they 
deserved to be there. And then 
came Kaiserslautern part [1 and 
Italy and a penalty that br 
our hearts — if only because it 
was such an imperfect end to 


ke 


such a near-perfect tournament 
We couldn't complain (actually 
we could complain, and did!) 
but when we had all cooled 
down, we feted Guus Hiddink 
and the players, and dared to 
wonder if Aust aht 

have stuck a Blundstone into 


the tiny puddle containing 
football's elite. 


Expectations have changed 
this time around. Pim Verbeek 
has stated his sight 
the last eight and beyond. The 


are set on 


MULL ddd 
Expectations have 
changed this 

time around. Pim 
Verbeek has stated 
his sights are set 
on the last eight 
and beyond. 


captain, Lucas Neill, is making 
similar noises, as thoug 
failure to progress further 
than 2006 would constitute 
stagnation — an inal 

for the pain inflictes 
by Italy 


group 


major achievement. This time, 


Australia will fly under nobody’s 


different in 
Germany. Who could forget USA 
coach Bruce Arena labelling the 
longside Trinidad 
as the weakest 


Socceroos 
and Tob. 
teams at the tour vent 
of other countries adopted us 
as their second team because 


of the way Hiddink had us 
ying, and because we were 
that beloved thing in sport — ar 
overachieving underdog, But 
now the team’s stellar form has 
lifted our world ranking to 
the mid-teens (Australia 
reached its highest spot of 


14° in Septembe 109), We 
are for the f 
threat, a cor 


der, In South 
t of the world 


Having said that, our boys 


shoul ly too. Anoth 
great a of taking the 
high road to qualification is 
that Pim can now experiment 


with personnel and formations. 
Already we have seen new 
names such as Rhys Williams. 
Shane Stefanutto, Nikita 
Rukavytsya, Dario Vidosie and 
Matthew Spriranovic. There's 
also achance for middle-tier 
players who weren't part of 

the 2006 campaign to press 


their claims - players such 
as Brett Holman, Jade North. 
David Carney, Scott McDonald 
and Nick Carle. The FFA has 
already scheduled five matches 
between October and March. 
Four of these will be Asian Cup 
so the selectors 
forSo will scrutinise 
players under tournament 
pressure. The core of the squad, 
though, will be the same as it 
was for Germany. 
For mine, our four best 
players are still Tim Cahill, 
Harry Kewell, Schwarzer 
and Neill. The next five are 
more debatable, but are 
probably Brett Emerton, 
Luke Wil 


, 


WORLD BEATERS 

From left, Craig Moore 
Tim Cahill ond Harry 
show thi 
ht against Croatia 
2006 World Cup. 


Vince Grella, Jason Culina 
and Bresciano — all veterans 
of 2006. Josh Kennedy is still 
our best game-breaker. Craig 
Moore, at 33, and back from 
international retirement, still 
looks the best option alongside 
Neill. Should we be celebrating 
this remarkable stability or 
panicking over our apparent 
failure to unearth the next 

big thing? Or doing both? 
Celebrating because World 
Cup finals experience is rare 
and invaluable; panicking 
because old legs get tired, and 
because a fan's default position 
for contemplating W orld Cup 
performance is panic. 

Simon Hill admits to being a 
pessimist by nature, and says 
that he is worried too. “I know 
Pim is aiming for the last ey; 
but | reckon another second- 
round exit would be a major 
success. A lot depends upon the 
draw,” he says. 

“They will miss (Mark) Viduka 
{in all likelihood), whose: 
experience and hold-up play 
against strong teams would have 
been souseful. 

[here are questions marks 
over the centre of defence, and 
can Pim overcome his cautious 
nature and really go foritif 
needs be?” 

But as Hillis only too quick to 
point out, Australia’s recent form. 
says there's cause for optimism 
too, The first team to qualify in 
Europe was the Netherlands, 
and Pim’s men beat them 2-1 


in Eindhoven last September. 
The other best-credentialled 
teamin Asiais Japan, and the 
Australians had its measure 
not just in that famous match 
at Kaiserslautern, but in the 
final qualifying fixture at the 
MCG. We have genuine quality: 
‘Super, Super Tim’ would geta 
epame for any national team on 
the planet. Kewell still has the 
pace and skill to beat defenders 
and manufacture miracles. 


MULLLLLULLLLULLI LLL 
We have genuine 
quality: ‘Super, 
Super Tim’ would 
get a game for any 
national team 

on the planet. 


Schwarzer is a phenomenon, 

as evidenced by 670 minutes in 
second-stage qualifying without 
conceding a goal, And perhaps 
the most important of the Jot 

is Neill, who showed on the 
biggest stage in Germany what 
he is worth. Hf any of those four 
get injured ... 

But if depth is our weakness, 
in Hill's view, spiritand 
resilience is our great strength. 
“Lknow it's an old chestnut, 
but the spirit of this team is. 
phenomenal,” he says. 

“To get some of the results they 
have in recent years shows just 
how hard they work foreach 
other, how much pride they 
have in playing for their country, 


IN THE MIX 
Will Brett Holman 
be going tothe 
World Cup? 


ei 


and how much they trust Pim 
Verbee! 

[trust Verbeek too. Even in as 
banal a forum as a post-match 
interview, he speaks witha 
measured authority, toss: 
around reasoned analysis with 
support for his boys and just 
enough English syntax errors to 
keep us all entertained. If Pim 
is ever stupid enough to venture 
online, he'll discover a blazing 
debate on whether we should 
play a single man up front, 
or whether this set-up is too 
defensive, But given his record 
and the fact of qualification, few 
could dispute the FFA picked 
the right man. We love him, 
The Qantas Socceroos are one 
of the country’s best-performed 
national teams this year. For 
that, Verbeek deserves much 
ofthe credit. 

It will be interesting to see 
how many A-League players 
Verbeek selects in the final 
squad of 23. Barring injury, 
Culina and Moore appear to 
be certainties. Mile Sterjovski 
and Chris Coyne are well in 
contention. 

A headache for Verbeek is 
that some of these players 
finish their seasons as early as 
February 2010, leaving them 
short of match practice for a 
tournament starting in June. 

‘The solution? My answer 
is that the whole lot of them 
are loaned to Melbourne 
Victory for its Asian 
Champions League 
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Middl, 
Who's 

on the 
plane? 


Pim Verbeek and the 
selectors will choose a 
23-man squad for the 
2010 FIFA World Cup. 


Certainties 


Mark Schwarzer (gk) 
Lucas Neill (def) 

Luke Wilkshire (def) 
Mark Bresciano (mid) 
Tim Cahill (mid) 
Jason Culina (mid) 
Brett Emerton (mid) 
Vince Grella (mid) 
Josh Kennedy (fwd) 
Harry Kewell (fwd) 
Scott McDonald (fwd) 
Probables 

Brad Jones (gk) 

Scott Chippertield (def) 
Craig Moore (def) 
Jade North (def) 
David Carney (mid) 
Brett Holman (mid) 
Carl Valeri (mid) 
Possibles _ 
Adam Federici (gk) 
Ante Covic(gk) 

Michael Beauchamp (def) 
Chris Coyne (def 
Patrick Kisnorbo (def) 
Adrian Madaschi (d 
Mark Milligan ( 

Shane Stefanutto (d 
Jacob Burns (mid) 

Nick Carle (mid) 


Mark Viduka ( 
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June next year, do it! retaining 


. chances of 
V 


FIFA WORLD CUP [ez 


October 14, 2009 Qantas Socceroos v 


, 

campaign. The FFA and hu wi 

the national selectors What's next? . TOTAL 

will probably settle for them 2 

being loaned anywhere THEKEY DATES IN THE COUNTDOWN a= TOP OF THE SPORTS 
Lastly, a footballing topic TOSOUTHAFRICA. ay WORLD 

on which can speak with PR Cee a) Reigning TRAVEL 

authority. For all those Netherlands, Sydney > champion Italy 

undecided about whether Football Stadium, will fancy its 

to book their annual leave for Sydney 


ere ard from the “It won't Oman, Etthad Stadium. the trophy. 
e as good as Germany’ camp. Melbourne 
I’ve heard from the ‘I might ™ 
‘ust wait for Brazil in 2014 November 14,2009 Oman v Qantas 
collective. My experience SootetO oR, 
Muscat 


at France 1998 and Germany 
2006 tells me that it is virtually December 4,2009 FIFA World Cup Draw, 
impossible for a football fan Cape Town 

to be unhappy at a World Cup. January 6, 2010 Kuwait y Quan 

It is Disneyland for sports Socceroos, Kuwait City, 


fans. Indeed, it’s the 
Small World’ ride 
over a month — joy 
inclusive, a reason to have faith 


+ March 3, 2010 Qantas Socceroos v 
Indonesia, Suncorp 
Stadium, Brisbane 


in humanity's ability to connect May 2010 World Cup squad 
across cultures and creeds selected: international 
It would be great even friendly at MCG 


without the Socceroos, but (opponent and date TBC) 


the fa June 2010 Squad travels to 
uch a sweetener. This golden camp in South Africa 
generation of footballers remains (base city TBC) 
Bl Y 
intact for one last campaign ay 
: July 11, World Cup final: 
Get on board. South Africa uae eeey Souk ie 


2010 will be unforgettable. 
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Australian Government INSTITUTE OF SPORT 


Socceroo matches through to Finals 

15 - 32 day options 

Overland Touring, Backpacker to 5 star accommodation 
Your choice, with flexibility, excitement and adventure 
Prices start from $4,309 


Total Sports Travel have been appointed by MATCH Services as a Participating Tour Operator to 
distribute travel packages including match tickets for the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™. 


Australian Sports Commission 


| To book call 1800 464 644 


pacale i or email info@totalsportstravel.com.au 


ASIAN CUP 


GroupA 

Bahrain, which is on course to 
qualify for the World Cup for the 
first time if itcan overcome New 
Zealand in the Oceania/Asia 
play-off, has made a bright start 
to its qualifying campaign with 
a maximum six points from 

iw 


> games 
The Bahrainis got things 

under way in January with 

3-1 win over Hong Kong, a 
esult thal would have been 

expected. But heir 

next performance which 

sent shockwaves through the 

qualifying group as they saw 

off Asian powerhouse Japan 

in Manama later that month, 

first-half goal from Salman 

Issa enough to give the tiny 

Persian Gulf country a crucial 

victory. The Japanese might not 

have fielded their best po: 

first-choice line-up, but itwas a 


strong team nonethel 
Japan earlier made heavy 

weather of beating Yemen 2-1 

in Kumamoto in its opening 


@® v1 seccen00 


Agroup-by- 
qualifiers on ther 


match, goals to Okazaki Shinji 
and Tanaka Tatsuya sealing 
the points. Yemen will fancy its 
chances, however, as it still has 
to face Bahrain twice and Japan 
at home. Second-half substitute 
Akram AL-Selwi scored in the 
51st minute to earn a 1-0 win 


over Hong Kong. 


esults: Japan 2 Yemen 1, Hong 
Kong 1 Bahrain 3, Yemen 1 Hong 
Kong 0, Bahrain I Japan 0. 
Japan v Hong 
Kong (October 8), Yemen v 
Bahrain (November 14). 


Group B 

Far fre alk in the park for 
regional heavyweight Australia, 
Group B has proved rather 
embarrassing so far for Pin 
Verbeek’s side as it sits bottom 
of the table with only one point 


a 


from two games 
Verbeek has had to rely on 
locally based players from 
the A-League, and they have 
struggled, drawing 0-0in 


group update 
ithe road to Qatar 201 


Jakarta against Indonesia in 
January and then crashing to 
a surprise defeat at home to 
Kuwait in March 

Ina tight group, Oman leads, 
having beaten Kuwait 1-0 in 
Kuwait City, courtesy of Hassan 
Rabia's second-half goal, The 
Kuwaitis, thanks to their 1-0 
win in Canberra, are second, 
while Indonesia is a point 
ahead of the Qantas Socceroos 
alter two scoreless draws, the 
other coming in Muscat against 
Oman. 

If Australia is to get its 
campaign back on track, it 
has to grab three points in 
Melbourne against the Omanis 
and then take at least a point 
from the return fixture in 
November, Failure to qualify for 
the finals would be a disaster 
for a nation that aims to host the 
2015 version. 


Oman 0 Indonesia 0, 
Kuwait 0 Oman 1, Indonesia 0 
Australia 0, Australia 0 
Kuwait 1. 


from the AFC Asian Cu 
BY MICHAEL LYNCH 


GULFIN 
CLASS? 


Australia v 
Oman (October 14), Kuwait v 
Indonesia (November 14). 


Group C 
It's a race between two teams 
Uzbekistan and the United Arab 
Emirates — in Group C, with 
Malaysia seemingly serving as 
the whipping boy. India, which 
was the fourth team in this 
group, has already progressed 
to the finals (alongside host 
Qatar and the top three teams 
from the 2007 Asian Cup ~ Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia and South Korea), 
after winning the 2008 AFC 
Challenge Cup, a tournament for 
emerging footballing nations 
The Indians defeated Tajikistan 
4-1 in the final in New Delhi 
after the latter had surprisingly 
defeated North Korea in the 
semi-final. The winner of the 
2010 AFC Challenge Cup will 
also get an automatic berth in 
the final: 
The Uzbeks are in the box seat 
in Group C, having defeated 


tl 


t JAE 1-0.at the Al Sha 
Stadium, thanks to Farhod 
Tojiyev’s first-half goal 
Janu. The UAE smashed five 
past Malaysia in the opening 
game in Kuala Lumpur 


Malaysia 0 United 
Arab Emirates 5, United Arab 
Emirates 0 Uzbekistan 1 


Next fixtu Uzbekistan 
v Malaysia (November 14), 
Malaysia v Uzbekistan 
(November 18). 


Group D 

An intriguing group in which 
Syria, China or Vietnam could 
make it through, although 
the pressure will be on the 
Chin rt delivering, 


to 
Qualification for the 2002 World 
Cup promised much, but the 
Chinese have failed te 


Team 
BAHRAIN 


UAE 
UZBEKISTAN 1 
MALAYSIA 1 


Team 
SYRIA 
CHINA 
VIETNAM 
LEBANON 


Team 
TRAN 
SINGAPORE 
THAILAND 
JORDAN 


build on that achievement 
Syria tops the standin 


gs witha 


maximum six-point haul from 
the first two games, having 
beaten China 3-2in Aleppo 


(with the help of two first-half 


penalties) and Lebanon 2-0 away 
from home. 


jetnam, surprise quarter- 
finalist in the last Asian Cup, 
started strongly with a 3-1 win 
¢ Lebanon in Hanoi, but then 
shed 6-1 to China in fogay 
ions, with striker Gao Lin 


ging a hat-trick. 
If Syria can win in Hanoi next 
month, it will have an excellent 
hance of going through, but 
backed by 
ical home fans — will 
rate to regroup and 
rekindle their chanc 


the Vietnamese 


its: Syria 3 China 
Vietnam 3 Lebanon 1, China 6 
Vietnam 1, Lebanon 0 Syria 2. 


Lebanon y China 
(November 14), Vietnam v Syria 
(November 14) 


GroupE 
group which throws 
up myriad possibilities. Al 


Anoth 


four teams have a chance of 

ng. Iran is favourite, 
however, sitting on top with fou! 
points from twe 


The Iranian: 
Singapore easily (6-0) al the 
Azadi Stadium in Tehran, 
where the visitors collapsed 
in the second period. Iran, 
which had a poor 2010 World 
Cup qualifying campaign, and 
then took a useful point with a 
scoreless draw against Thailand 
in Bangkok. 

The Singaporeans got 
themselves back on track after 
their mauling at the hands of 
Iran by defeating Jordan 2-1 at 


ASIAN CUP 


home in the National Stadium. 
The Thais are unbeaten after 
games, having earned a 

point in Amman, courtesy 
of a scoreless draw with the 
Jordanians before another 
draw against Iran 

The Thais are difficult to 
break down, but need to 


two 


improve their firepower if they 
are to finish in one of the top 

two spots. Iran should qualify 
with home games against Jordan 
and Thailand to come. Singapore 
must beat the Thais at home 

and get some sort of result in 
Amman in its final game to 
have much chance. 


Iran 6 Singapore 0, 
Jordan 0 Thailand 0, Singapore 
2 Jordan 1, Thailand 0 Iran 0. 


: res: Iran v Jordan 
(November 14), Singapore v 
Thailand (November 14). @ 


FLYING HIGH 
2 ll hop 


s from 


vax soccenaa €2) 


B 
fect preparatio! ior Wednesday s Asian Cup qua’ jer agains! Oman. 


Tonight's friendly will be the per! 


Australia and 8 
theNetherlands. cand all football fans ~ including 
Happily, the Qantas Socceroos me— are very appreciative of 
have qualified forthe 2010 FIFA the players’ time and 
World Cupin South Africanext commitment to the cause of 
year, butthereisstillthe very quatlifying for the Asian Cup. 
important matter of the AFC We value and appreciate 
‘Asion Cupin January 2011. the opportunity to meet the 
Thisinternational,against the Netherlands. Itisa proud 
third-ramked nation in the world football! nation which has given 
inthe Netherlands, gives usa 
good. inity too 


| nd 


hel 
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yaney ste perfect vnuetohestthe Sans excitement of live footballinone oun x 
of Sydney’s best stadiums by Sunday 25th Oct, 
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- Sydney FC v 
them on to glory this season. Brisbane Roar 


: ‘ Ss 
' i eat spectacle, and 
Socceroos and the Netherlands will serve up 48" pi 
The Qantas Soc! 


ROUND 13 

Sunday ‘1st Nov, 
5pm at SFS 

Sydney FC v 
Wellington Phoenix 


ROUND 16 
Sunday 29th Nov, 
5pm at SFS 
Sydney FC v 
Newcastle Jets 


Nathan Rees MP 
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S , ROUND 17 
Pe , as Ag Saturday 5th Dec, 
eT e a 7pm at SFS 

\ Family pass just $45, adults $20 and kids $8* Sydney FC v North 
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There has been a huge Dutch 
influence on Australian 
football in recent years. 
Tonight, the Netherlands 
will put aside any 

personal feelings as they 
aim fora first win over the 
Qantas Socceroos. 


y hen Bert 

van Marwijk, 

the Netherlands 

coach, looks 
along the touchline to the 
opposing dugout at Sydney 
Football Stadium tonight, 
he could be forgiven for 
reminding himself he is 
not at a domestic game at 
Ajax's Amsterdam Arena 
or PSV Eindhoven's 
Philips Stadion, 

Such is the Dutch 
influence in the Australian 
game these days that it 
would be an easy mistake to 
make. Not only is his Socceroo 
counterpart Pim Verbeek from 
the Netherlands, but so too is 
Verbeek’s No. 2, Henk Duut, 
aman whom van Marwijk 
knows well, having worked 
closely with him at two clubs 
in their native country, 

Verbeek and Duut (after 
Graham Arnold's temporary 
reign) have continued a 
Dutch thread that was first 
woven by Guus Hiddink. The 
legendary Dutchman (now 
coaching Russia) led Australia 
past the huge World Cup 
obstacle that was Uruguay in 
that classic final qualifier in 
November 2005 and on to the 
promised land of the finals in 
Germany in 2006. 

Under Hiddink’s 
inspirational man- 
management, big-game know- 
how and gambler’s instinct 
for pulling off the unorthodox 


but successful tactical switch 
{not for nothing is he known 
as ‘Lucky Guus’ in Holland), 
Australia performed with 
distinction. The Qantas 


he not succeeded, Australian 
football authorities might not 
have been so keen to appoint 
so many of his countrymen. 
But Hiddink rolled the dice 


Se ne MAN 
group phase, Had Hiddink for a series of 
only to lose to not succeeded, Dutch football 
eventual world ati = men to claim 
champion Italy authorities might key roles in the 
in the first not have been development of 
knockout stage. keen to appoint the Australian 
Hiddink, who H game. 
also employed So of his Rob Baan, 
one of the countrymen. the vastly 
greatest players experienced 
in the history of the Dutch footballing technocrat from 
game, Johan Neeskens, ashis Rotterdam, was the first, 
assistant, was in many ways taking on the job of the FEA’s 
the progenitor of what might technical director, And when 
_ betermed the ‘Oranjification’ —_he returned to Europe at the 
ofthe Australian game, Had start of this year, or 


another 
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Dutchman, this time a native 
of Utrecht, Han Berger, 
took his place. 
Berger has a long and 
formidable coaching record, 
having been in charge at 
several Dutch Eredivisie 
clubs, as well as having 
had a stint in control of the 
Netherlands’ under-21 team. 
Since his appointment, he has 
sought to revolutionise the 
game at grassroots level in this 
country, introducing several 
reforms aimed at improving 
the technical skills base and 
organisation of the sport 
in Australia 
Verbeek is well known 
by now. The 53-year-old 
played as a defender 

for Sparta Rotterdam, 

NAC Breda and Roda 

JC in his native country, 
but has made a much 
greater impression as a coach, 
initially with several Dutch 
clubs, but more recently on 
the international stage. 
Another Rotterdam native, 
Verbeek has strong links 
with Hiddink, having been, 
his assistant coach when 
the pair led unfancied South 
Korea to the semi-finals of 
the 2002 World Cup, The joint 
host scored memorable wins: 
over Portugal, Spain and Italy 
along the way before narrowly 
losing to Germany, 

Verbeek took over as coach 
of the Koreans in 2006 and led 
the south-east Asian nation 
to the last four of the Asian. 
Cup in 2007 before assuming 
the top job in Australia. 

He quickly recruited Duut, 
also from Rotterdam, to be 
his assistant, The tall Duut, 

a former centre back who 
was forced to retire from the 
game by illness in 1992, has 
worked as a coach ever since, 
alongside well-known figures 
such as van Marwijk and 
‘Ruud Gullit, 


GAME DAY SECTION 


assisted van Marw’ 
at both Fo 


ord, worked w 


irge of the Netherlands 
Antilles national team for 
a brief period in 2004, and 
was Gullit’s No. 2 when the 
talismanic Dutchm. 


n, one of 


the greatest players of his era 
became manager of Feyenoord 
in 2004 

This thread of bright orange 
does not end there, however 
as the man who is in charge of 
the devel 
brighte: 
Versleijen — the head coach of 
the Young Socceroos and the 
Australian Institute of Sport's 
football program - is also 
a Dutchman. 

Like his countrymen, the 
54-year-old has extensive 
experience and has coached 
previously at club level in 
the Netherlands, Japan and 
across the Middle East. He 
has also worked within the 
Dutch national set-up, having 
overseen the under-17 and 
under-23 teams, 

Not only is the Dutch 
influence felt at national 
level, though. The new 
Melbourne franchise in the 
A-League, Melbourne Heart, 
has been chasing a Dutch 
coach: it thought it had one 
when it settled on Henk van 
Stee, but he bowed out at 
the last minute. 

For all the close links now 
established between the 
two nations, Australia 
and the Netherlands a 


havenot metthatoften $> 4 


on the pitch. The first 

lime the two countries 

clashed was as recently as 

June 2006, ina warm-up 

match for the World Cup. 
It pitted Hiddink against 

his native country, ateam 

he had led to the semi- 

finals of the World Cup 

in 1998, and it turned 

out to be a bruising 


TOUGHTEST — 


John Heitinga 
willproveatrcky /* 
opponent for 

Harry Kewell. 


@ 
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The first time the 
countries clashed 
was as recently 

as June 2006, ina 


warm-up match for 
the World Cup. 


and thrilling encounter in 
Feyenoord’s De Kuip Stadium 
in Rotterdam. 

The Dutch were strongly 
fancied to put Australia to the 
sword, but that’s not how it 
transpired. The hosts had 
the better of a very physical 
game in a packed-out and 
noisy stadium. 

Ruud Van Nistelroo 
the Netherlands the lead in 
the 10th minute and, but for 


the heroics of Mark Schwarzer 


in goal, the hosts could ha 


gone further ahe: 
stopper, who at that time v 
aging an intense battle wit 
Zeljko Kalac for the countr 


No. | goalkeeper position. 

had a tremendous game as the 

Dutch piled on the pressure. 
Australia got itself back on 

level terms from the penalty 

spot in the 53rd minute afte: 

Mark Viduka was fouled 

by Joris Mathijsen in the 


DUTCH AL'ORANGE 
Dutch fans are famed 
for wearing their 
colours with pride. 


The duels that will decide the match, 


Harry Kewellv 
John Heitinga 
Kewell may lack the px 
d physical gifts of his 
younger days, but he 
ustralia's 
top players, either deployed 
ntral stril 


‘ing in to support a 
man from d 
s. Heitinga is a 
in the Dutch team, 
joined Tim 
ahill et Everton following 
spells at Aj 
Madrid earl 
He can play as aright back, 
mntre back or di 
midfielder. 


Craig Moore/Lucas 
Neill v Klaas Jan 
Huntelaar 


A prolific striker with a 
fearsome goalscoring 

rd, Huntelaar will be 

ndful for Australia’s 
central defensive 
partnership of Moore and 
Neill. At just 26, the man 
nicknamed 'The Hunter’ 
has already played for 
three European giants 


— Ajax, Real Madrid and 
current club AC Milan, 


lack of match practice. 


Vince Grellav 
Wesley Sneijder 
Sneijder is a skilful, qu! 
tacking midfielder who 
ball and 
the 


up. Creative and 
talented, Sneijder began 
1s SO Many top 


before being sold to Real 
Madrid. He left the Spanish 
giantat the start of the 
2009-10 season to join coach 
Jose Mourinhoat Inter 
Milan. Grella, amainstay of 


disciplined and committed 
defensive midfielder 

who will be asked to 

quell the influence of the 
small statured but hugely 
talented Sneijder 


Viduka’s penalty hit 

r, the ball coming 
nto play after hitting 
goalkeeper Edwin van 
Sar and then the post. 
Tim Cahill, as he has done s 
often since, reacted quicke: 
in the subsequent goalmouth 
scramble to slot an equaliser 

Things only got harder 
for Australia when Luke 
Wilkshire was sent off for a 
second yellow card offence 
on the hour when he upended 
Giovanni van Bronckhe 
leaving the Qantas Soce 
to battle on grimly for half an 
hour to finish on level terms. 
The Dutch weren't happy 
with what they considered 
had been an over-physical 
approach to a friendly, but 
Australia was unrepentant, 
reasoning it had warmed up. 
for a tough World Cup group in 
the best possible way. 

The other encounter between 
the two nations was equally 
memorable from an Australian 
point of view, also pitting a 
Dutchman - this time Verbeek 

against his native country. 
And the result was even better, 
the Qantas Socceroos running 


208 


out 2-1 winners against a 
Holland side that was reduced 
to 10 men for the second half 
of the game. 

The match in Eindhoven 
was a warm-up game before 
the fina ase of Australia’s 
Asian World Cup qualifying 
campaign last September 
Verbeek’s men were to take on 


Milddiittldtdidddittddddddltildddddd 
The other encounter 
between the two 
nations was 

equally memorable 
from an Australian 
point of view. 


Asian dark horse Uzbekistan 
soon after, and wanted a good 
result and strong performance 
to build their confidence for 
what, at the time, shaped as 
difficult away trip to Tashkent 
As in the Rotterdam match, 
things didn't start well for 
Australia as it conceded an 
early goal, with Klaas Jan 
Huntelaar slamming a left-foot 
shot past Schwarzer in just 
the sixth minute, Australia 
regrouped and got itself back 


on level terms in the shadows 
of half-time after goalkeeper 
Maarten Stekelenburg 

brought down Josh Kennedy 
to concede a spot kick, which 


Harry Kewell duly converte 
Stekelenburg paid the ultimate 
price for his indiscretion and 
was shown a red card. 

Australia got the deciding 
goal with 14 minutes left 
on the clock, and once 
more it was through a key 
intervention by beanpole 
striker Kennedy, who rose to 
direct a glancing header from 
Wilkshire’s cross into the 
net. [t a historic result, 
and one which provided the 
Australians with the impetus 
to travel to Uzbekistan and 
grab a vital 1-0 away win to 
Setup their final phase of their 
World Cup qualifying bid 

The Netherlands have since 
made light work of World 
Cup qualification themselves, 
breezing through their 
European qualification section 
to book their place in South 
Africa with a 100 per cent 
record. In September, the 
Dutch reached No. 3 in the 
FIFA World Rankings and, 
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DANGERMAN 
Klaas Jan Huntelaar 
(below) will pose a major 
threat tonight. 


given their patchy record 
against Australia, will be 
keen to redress the balance 
in Sydney in what should 
be a compelling clash 
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ayers Se! ecte! m Verbee! 's sq ad for tor ight’s 
t dinP Verbeek ui 
e players 


ss th 
game earn their living all acro 


6: “ 
TOGETHER AGAIN 
1) } Members of tonight's 
I » ¥ Australian squad 
on play club football in 
12 countries. 


iversity is the word when But after that, it’s like the start line of an (Japan) and Mark Milligan (Chine 


it comes to the Qantas Olympic marathon: all manner of countries Only two membe he squad ~ Jaso 
Socceroos. The 24 playe! Culina and Craig Moore — play in their hom 
in Pim Verbeek’s squad for ett Holman play inthe _ nation, f¢ Jes Gold Coast Unit 
tonight's match against the N s, just to the east there’ ) nd Brisbane Roar respectiv 

ands might all play international Vidosic in Germany, with Mark Bresciano Look at the Netherlands squad, ani 

for Australia but, when it comes tc and Carl Valeri down south in Italy's Serie A imilar story, with players turning out 


club football, they are dotted in different and Serie B. or teams in many of Europe's dominant 


the globe Ante Covic is in Sweden, Scott otball nations. 


er, t for 22 clubs in 12 Chipperfield in Switzerland, and Scott Truth be told, it’s simply football’ 
intries, England is by far the McDonald in Scotland. Approaching the global appeal that play 
ilar nation of choice, with six eastern boundaries of Europe, you'll find to earn their trade, and are ne 
players earning a living with Premier Harry Kewell and Mile Jedinak (both ied just to stay at home. 
League clubs, a couple more in the playing in Turkey), and Luke Wilkshire Tonight, though, regardless of where the 
Championship, and Patrick Kisnorbe for (Russia), while you have to go all the way play, the Qant will all be as on 
table-topping Leeds United in League One to the Far East to track down Josh Kennedy _ playing for the green and gold 


raz soccenes 


Pim Verbeek 
selected a24-man 
squad for tonight's 
match against 

the Netherlands, 
made up of two 
goalkeepers, 
seven defenders, 
{midfielders and 
four strikers. 


Shane Lowry 
AGE: 20 
(Lum: ASTON VILLA (ENG) 


‘The surprise selection of 


the Qantas Socceroos 
squad, Lowry received 
his first Australian 
call-up after pledging 
his future to the green 
end gold in September, 
having previously 
tepresented the Republic 
of fretand atjunior 
levels, The highly rated 
defender jained English 
Premier League side 
Aston Villaat !5,andis 
currently on lean with 
Plymouth Araylein the 
English Championship. 


Schwarzer 
AGE:37 


tocome into the Qantas 
Socceroos squad forthe 
World Cup qualifiers 
against Uruguay in 2005. 
Renowned for having a 
safe pair of hands, Covic 
won the 2007 Grand 
Final with Newcastle 
Jets in the A-League 
before making the move 
overseas to Sweden. 


< 
3 


of 


debut in 2006 after 
gaining experience 
the country’s under-23 
skipper. The tough 
defender wenten to play 
aprominentrole in the 
2007 Asian Cup, but 

has since had limited 
‘opportunities. After 
stints in the A-League 
with Sydney FC and 
Newcastle Jets, he is 
now with Chinese side 
Shanghai Shenhua, and 
has played in the AFC 
Champions Leaque. 


ius: FULHAM (ENG) __ 
APPEARANCES: 70 

The most-capped 
Australian goalkeeper 
in history. Schwarzer 
continues to dety his age 
and be one of the most 
consistent players for 
the Qantas Socceroos. 
Currently playing for 
Fulham after leaving 
Middlesborough at 

the end of the 2007-08 
season, Schwarzer isa 
greatshot-stopper from 
close range, typified by 
his memorable efforts in 
the World Cup qualifiers 
in 2005, 


Craig Moore 
AGE: 33 


hum: BRISBANE ROAR 
(AUS) 


APPEARANCES: 43 

A regular defender for 
the Qantas Socceroos 
since making his 
debut in 1995, Moore's 
presence down back 
continues to prove 
valuable. Cool under 
pressure, butalsoa 
tough tackler, he was 
vital in helping Australia 
progress to the second 
round in the last World 
Cup, scoring a penalty 
against Croatia. Moore 
returned home to 
captain Brisbane Rear 
in 2007. 


and played a starring 
role in back-to-back NSL 
titles for the club in 2000 
and 2001. He attracted 
overseas interest, and 
moved to FC Basel 

in the Swiss league, 
where he has enjoyed 
significant success.On 
the international stage, 
Chippertield has been a 
reliable defender, who is 
also capable of playing 
asa midfielder. 


Patrick 

Kisnorbo 

AGE: 28 

eLue: LEEDS UTD (ENG) _ 
APPEARANCES: 16 
Kisnorbo grew up in 
Melbourne, but the 
tough defender rejected 
interest from Melbourne 
Victory in the off-season 
tosign with Leeds United 
from fellow English 

side Leicester. Having 
been out of the Qantas 
Socceroos squad fortwo 
years, Kisnorbo returned 
inthe 3-O win over the 
Republic of Ireland in 
August and scored his 
first goal for Australia 
against the Korea 
Republic in September. 


Lucas Neill 4 
ast Luke Wilkshire 
Lue: EVERTON (ENG) gem 
APPEARANCES:50 Caen i ete Sale 
Neill recently joined APPEARANCES: 35 
international teammate i 

; A surprise inclusion in 
TimCahillatEverton, Guys Hiddink’s World 
havingleREnglish = Cup line-up of 2006, 
PremierLeagueoutfit —Wilkshire's stature as 


West Ham. A leader 

on and off the field, 

he proved himself 

asan elite playerat 
thelast World Cup, 
demonstrating his 
ability asa strong 
defender who is capable 
inthe air butalsoa 
smart playmaker. Neill 
captained Australia 
throughout its World Cup 
qualifying campaign. 


a player has grown in 
leaps and bounds since. 
His three-year stintat 
Dutch club FC Twente 
came toan end last 
season when he moved 
east to join Russian 
giant Dinamo Moscow. 
Wilkshiro occupies 
aregular position in 

the Qantas Socceroos 
defence and, on 
occasions, midfield. 
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Bresciano isstill best 
remembered for scoring 
the goal in the World 
Cup qualifier against 
Uruguay in 2005 that 
helped Australia qualify 
for Germany, but the 
physical and brilliant 
midfielder has been 
astrong performer 

for many years. The 
Palermo star playeda 
pivotal role in the racent 
World Cup qualifying 
campaign and has 
scored 1] goalsiorthe 
Qantas Socceroos. 


Brett Emerton 


cLus: BLACKBURN (ENG) 
APPEARANCES:69 _ 
Emerton returns tothe 
international fold for the 
first time since suffering 
aserious knee injury 
for English Premier 
League side Blackburn 
in January. Pim Verbeek 
will be desperate ior the 
versatile veteran toget 
back to his marauding 
best, playing either 

as aright-backor 
winger. Emerton, who 
spent many years with 
Feyencord, boasts 
tremendous stamina 
and bringscrucial 
experience to the team, 


Tim Cahill 


AGE: 23 
CAUBEVERTON (ENG) __ 
APPEARANCES: 34 
Perhaps Australia’s best 
player, and certainly its 
most prolific goalscorer, 
Cahill’s aggression, 
class and prominence 
inthe air make himone 
of the hardest players 

to stop. The Everton 

star will go down in 
Australian sporting 
history for his two late 
goals against japan in 
the 2006 World Cupin 
‘Germany, and his strong 
form looks ominous 
heading into South 
Africa 2010. 


e 
Vince Grella 
AGE:30 

cLuB: NG) 
APPEARANCES: 4! 
Australia’s senior 
defensive midfielder, 
Grella focuses most of 
his time on closing down 
opposition players, He 
has become an integral 
partofthe line-up since 
establishing himself in 
the side in 2006. After 
many years in lialy 

with Empoli, Parma 

and Torino, he is now a 
regular for Blackburn, 
alongside Brett Emerton, 
inthe English Premier 
League. One of the most 
experienced playersin 
the Australian squad. 


cn: fen PALACE 


APPEARANCES: 11 
Carle won the Johnny 
Warren Players’ Player 
ofthe Year award in 
2007 in the A-League 
for his performances 
with Newcastle Jets, 
which sparked a retum 
to the national side. He 
transferred to Bristol 
City in 2008 and then 
moved to fellow English. 
Championship side 
Crystal Palace. Atone 
time, Carle seemed 
unlikely tomake it back 
into national colours, but 
he has defied the odds. 


Brett Holman 
AGE: 25 


eu: AZ ALKMAAR (NLD) _ 
APPEARANCES: 27 

After playing a bit-part 
role in AZ Alkmaar's 
Eredivisie title campaign 
last season, Holman has 
been a regular this term 
and is getting valuable 
experience in the UEFA 
Champions League. 
Now in his eighth season 
in the Netherlands, 

the speedy midfielder 
appears primed to 

take the next step for 
Australia and becomea 
requiar, after missing out 
on selection for the 2005 
World Cup. 


David Carney Javon = 
225 AGE:2S 

= Lue: GOLD COAST 

(hum: FC TWENTE (NLD) UNITED (AUS) 

APPEARANCES: 20 APPEARANCES: 42 


Carney played 
alongside Wayne 
Rooney at youth level, 
and holds some of the 
same attributes as the 
starstriker. Exciting 
and quick. Carney 
made his international 
debut in 2006 and, in 
2008, decided to play 
for Australia in the 
Olympics instead of 
going topre-season 
training with Sheffield 
United. He left the Blades 
atthe end of last season 
tojoin FC Twentein the 
Dutch Eredivisie. 


Jedinak made his 
international debut 


against Singapore in 
early 2008 and looks 

to have made a good 
impression on Verbeek 
and the coaching staff. 
He starred with Central 
Coast in the A-League, 
belore switching to 
Genclerbirligi inthe 
‘Turkish Super League. 
Alter notgetting much 
game time this year, he 
moved to Antalyaspor to 
increase his chanoas of 
national selection. 


Culina started in all four 
of Australia's games in 
the last World Cup,and 
has been an important 
andregularmember 

of the squad for several 
years. A midfielder 
always looking to attack 
and push forward, 
Culling has a proven 
ability to score goals. His 
return to Australia this 
year, after leaving PSV 
Eindhoven to play for 
Gold Coast United, has 
proved a massive coup 
for the A-League. A key 
member of the team. 


Carl Valeri 


Alter joining Italicn 
giant Inter Milan in 

2004, but failing to play 
agome for the Serie A 
side, Valeri has found 
his niche as captain of 
Seris Bside Grosseto 

in recent seasons. A 
no-nonsense defensive 
midfielder, he loomsas 
@ potential successor fo 
Vinee Grella. Expect him 
toadd many more caps 
tohis 17 appearances for 
the Qantas Socceroos 

in years tocome. Good 
chaos for the World 
Cup squerd. 
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Harry Kewell Dario Vidosic 


GET YOUR TICKETS NOW 


Rhys Williams 


AGE: 


AGE: J 


sent ae E ae LA-LEAGUE.CO! 


Lup: GALATASARAY (TUR) 


: PCNURNBERG (GER) 


tus: CELTIC (SCO) 
APPEARANCES: 15 


Lue: MIDDLESBROUGH 
(ENG) —— CLUE: NAGO 
GRAM 


APPEARANCES: 2 lacie 


ute for Tim Cahill 
the final 
qualifier agen 


ams made hi 


mat 


1 talented prospe 
will be keer 


his solitar 
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Football 
Federation 


Australia Staff wit aN 


Phillip Wolanski Head of Delegation 
Pim Verbeek Head Coa 
Gary Moretti Team Manager 
Graham Arnold Assist 
Henk Duut Assistant Coach 
Tony Franken _ 
Ron Smith — Technical Analyst Graham Arnold 
Darren Burgess Conditioner Henk Duut aexis 
Doctor E__iL} 


POSITION AS. 


Senior 
__ Physiotherapist 
Physiotherapist 


Equipment Manager 
Martin Felice == Equipment Assistant 
Ad whe Medic Manager 
Lindsay McNeill TV Unit 
He Si Secur 
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Miguel Angel 
Escalante Bello 


10 World Cup 


Chef 


als with relative eas% 
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Meet five | Netherl erlands players 's who could cause 
“Australia plenty of probe 


n August, the 34-year old 
van Bronckhorst was named 
as the Netherlands captain 
by coach Bert van Marwijk, 
and it was richly deserved 
jor the skilful utility. Van 
Bronckhorst made his debut 


for the national side in 1996 
anc gone on to earn 
almost 100 international 
caps, with highlights 
including two stror 
Cup campaigns in France in 
1998 and Germany in 2006. 
In France, van Bronckhorst 
was a major reason behind 
the Netherlands’ progress 
to the semi-final stage. The 
skipper is a left-sided player 
who ean play at full-back 
orin the midfield, and has 
represented Rangers, Arsenal 
and Barcelona. He is currently 
back with Feyenoord, the club 
where he began hi 


The Liverpool star has been a 
constant fixture in the Dutch 
side since emerging in 2004. 
After five years with Utrecht, he 
joined Feyenoord in 2003 before 


signing with the Reds in 2006. 
Since moving to Anfield, Kuyt 
has never loc 


more than 


ed back, making 
150 appearances 

re than 40 
goals. Aggressive, attacking 
and known for hist 
rate, Kuyt can play asa striker, 
but is often used as a winger by 
club and country. He has made 
more than 5¢ 
the national te: 
strong Euro 20 
iy 29, hi 


and scorin 


eless work 


appearances for 


am and had a 
8 tournament 


isin his prime 


Stekelenburg was the man 
chosen to follow in the giant 
footsteps of Edwin van der 

Saar when the great goalkeeper 
announced his international 
retirement in 2008 after 130 
caps. The 27-year-old played 

in most of the Netherlands” 
successful World Cup 
qualifying campaign, where 
they conceded just two goals in 
eight games. Stekelenburg, who 
made his international debut 

in 2004 and has 21 caps, has 
been Ajax’s first-choice keeper 
since 2005. He will be hoping. 
for a better performance against 
Australia than when the teams 


sms tonight. BY CALLUNTWOMEY = 


Fr A eh hay ‘“ 


rr 


last met in 2008 af 
off for a foul on Jo: 


p sent 


Kennedy. 


One of several superstars in the 
Dutch camp, Sn 
ability to op ame 

with his guile, vision and quick 
tain of thought. He is a skilful 
attacking midfielder with a 

knack of scoring important 

goals, as evidenced by his first 
goal for new club Inter Milan 
a 93rd minute 


der has the 


last weekend 
winner against Udinese. In 
appearances for his country, he 
has scored 12 times. Sneijder 
came of age on the international 
scene in Euro 2008, scoring 
against both France and Italy, 
the latter a stunning volley past 
Gianluigi Buffon. He was named 
in the team of the tournament. 
The Sydney crowd will be 
hoping to catch a glimpse of 
his cla: 


While the Dutch team is littered 
with skilful stars, de Jong. 
brings some steel to the side. 
The midfielder enforcer made 
his debut in the national side 

in 2004 as a 20-year old and 
has gone on to win almost 40 
national caps. A product of 

the Ajax system, he made 96 


appearances for the 


Dutch 


giant before moving to 


Hamburg in Ge 


many in 2006. 


In January's transfer win 


and has played a pivotal role 


in the Mark Hughes’ 
He helped his 
country qualify 
for the 2010 
World Cup 
with his first 
goal against 
Iceland 

in June. 


INVASION 
Dirk Kuyt (cbove) 
and Giovanni van 
Bronckhorst (right), 


vas snapped up by 


team 


te eee tek 
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PORTING LEGEND 2 


Now with a Personalised Qantas Socceroos Team Print 


~ Here's your chance to become 
a QANTAS SOCCEROOS SPORTING LEGEND by 
‘owning your own 2009 personalised team 
sports print. Order yours now p i 


The back of your 
Qantas “Socceroos Jersey is surrounded by 
images of the 2009 squad, so you or the 
person you're giving it to become one of the 
2009 Qantas Socceroos Team LEGENDS! 


ESSAGE SELECTION 


The 2009 Qantas Socceroos 
you as thelr g supporier 
2009. Qantas Socceroos 
Supporter of the year 


iow, 


2009 Qantas Socceroos 

Player of the year 

One day you vall play 

or this mighty team 

You are a vital member of 

the 2009 Qantas Socceroos 

Happy Birthday trom the 

2009 Qantas Socceroos 

Merty Chtistmas from the 
09 Qantas Socceroos 

A Thue Legend lasts forever 


Your own message up to 10 words 


YOUR FULL NAME / 
‘The 2008 Gentes Soccurons regard 
you as their grautest suppor 


ges of 


and see how it looks 
before you buy - 


age directly from you this will be a gift they will never 
ize 420mm x 595mm) or purchased in a qlasstess 
unforgettable gift for 


Plus freight 


Combined with ‘om the team, a motivational note or a personal mes: 
he Qantas Soccerous personalised print can be purchased print only lor $59.95 
jame for $99.95" (size 460mm x 635mm) all ready for you to h Wall. Ideal as a fantastic keepsak 


felirements, or a brilliant staff incentive. Production time 5 days. Couriered Australia wide 


7 g Legends prints are Officially Licensed produc .JLOVESport.com.au 


0g on the 


3 Easy Ways to Order: + WWW. SOFLCOMAU + Tel: 07 5568 0689 + Catalogue request: Call 0755680689 % Sport 


GREAT 
EXPECTATIONS 
Pim Verbeek hc 
Australia can do 


someth 


As Pim Verbeek nears two years in charge of Australia, it's hard to fault his record so far, 
with the Qantas Socceroos safely qualified for South Africa and ranked [4th in the world. 
L ve spoke to the coach on the eve of the Netherlands/Oman double-header. 


Lot's start with the Asian Cup. 

Compared to the successful 

World Cup campaign. we're 

abit behind the eight-ball in 

this one. a What does it mean to you 
to be coaching the Qantas 
Socceroos in Australia 
against your Dutch 
countrymen? 


agair 


You've been involved in Asian 
football for quite some time 
now. Do you think the standard 
is improving? 


ra saceenes €Q) 


ena 


We don't often get one of 
the great European nations 
travelling to Australia. 

Do you see the fact 

they're willing to come 
here as a compliment to 
the Qantas Socceroos? 


You've been coach of Australia 
for nearly two years. How 
would you sum up your time at 
the helm so far? 


ine mont 


Australia’s football loyalties 
are split four ways between 
football, rugby league, rugby 
union and AFL. Nevertheless. 
do you sense we're becoming a 
more football-savvy nation? 


back to play regularly is 


also a po 


tinue an 


What has been the highlight 
of your time in charge of 
Australia? 


What are the biggest 
challenges facing the game 
here going forward? 


We all like todo thin: 
¥ : You probably aren't going to 
bite on this one, but have you 
pencilled any names for the 
18 starting XI come the opening 
match in South Africa? 


grow 


ore foreign play 


ay in it 


year, I have an idea, but let's 
wait and see. 


At what stage will you start to 
settle the team down, or are 
you still experimenting? 


lic game (in 

he end of the 

ayed Ireland 
w team 


The Korea Repub 


Nine months out, what do 
you think is arealistic goal 
for Australian next year’s 
World Cup? 


Itis too far out. We don't y 
ion, we will 


and then anything is 


The now itis in foot! 


Which teams have caught your 


eye so far during World Cup 
qualifying and who might be 
the teams to beat? 


alt 


red tea: 


orld Cup, yet itt: 


saloto’ 
in, England, 


Ghana and thi 


e Iv 
Interesting 

not 
something special. 
How advanced is the planning 


for once the team arrives in 
South Africa? 


Our plans are more or less 


Verbeek has won 
the respect of the 


players,andthe ~~ 
fans, in almost two 
years as coach. 


Have you been to South Africa 
to check out the facilities and 


potential training camp venues? 


ly. Twas there in 
March, but a few of u: 
have been there anc 
have found so ce locations. 
We 


vwill t 
December 4) 


place on 


Do you think South Africa will 
stage a good World Cup? 


Once the World Cup is over. 
have you given any plans to 
what you might donext? 


COMAUITUALALLL ALLL LDL LAID OLLI RETOUR OLLI 


A'S TRADI 


TRADING CARDS 
Available now 
3000 boxes only, 
32 packs/box, 8 cards per pack. 
i] Factory Box (32 pks) 


(No Pages) 


| SUBSET: 
QANTAS Si 


From $5-10 each, 


| Full Set (34): $170/set 


will look to represent Australia 2 
2010 FIFA World Cup, 


set features marquee players of 
each of the 10 clubs. 
From ASI—ASI6; 
Lloyd Owusu 

Travis Dodd 

Craig Moore 

‘Ahmad Erich 

Jason Culina 

§] Shane Smeltz 
Carlos Hernandez 
Kevin Muscat 

Ben Kantarovski 
Sasho Petrovski 
Robbie Fowler 

j} Jacob Burns 

Mile Stenovshi 

Jobin Aloisi 

Steve Corica 

Chis Greenacre 


34-card set featuring the players who 


t the 


16 Hyundai A-League Super stars card 


MAIL ORDER: send to CARD ZONE, 262-266 Victoria Street, 
North Melbourne, VIC 3051 (opposite Vic Market) OPE! 


10am-5pm and Sunday, 10am-12pm PH: (03) 9326 9588 FAX: 
EMAIL: steveweng@cardzone.com.au WEB SITE: www.cardzone.com.au 


9/10 HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 


3. Award Winners (5); 1; 32 packs 


Al Shane Smeltz (J. Warren Medal) 
‘A2 = Scott Jamieson (Rising Star) 

A3— Shane Smeltz (Goal Of The Year) 
M4 Shane Simeliz (Golden Boot) 

AS TomPondeliak (Joe Marston Medal) 


eague Signatures (10) 


1 Star player trom each of the 10 clubs 
has signed 300 cards each. 

SC1 Eugene Galehovic (Adel) $55 
$C2 Miche! Zullo (Roar) $55 
SC3 Adrien Caceres (Mariners) — $55 
SC4 Michael Thwaite (Gold Coast) $55 


SC5 Billy Celeski (Victory) $65 
SC6 Tarek Elrich (Newcastle) $60 
$C7 Robbie Fowler (Fury! $140 
SC8 AdrianoPellegrina (Perth) $55 
$C9 Steve Corica (Sydney) $65 
SC10 Leo Bertos (Wellington) $55 


TRADING C; 
FACTORY BOX (32 pks) $125 


Official Album (No Pages) $20 
Base Set(115) $40 
8 DANTAS Socceroos (30) 1: 4 Pks 


Full Set (30) $140 


Playmaker Set (16) $210/ set 


PMI Travis Dodd $15 
PM2 Diego Walsh 15 
PMM3 John Hutchinson $15 
PM4 Ahmad Elrich $15 
PMS. Archie Thompson $15 
PMB. Danny Allsopp $15 


PMT Matt Thompson $15 
PMS Adam Griffiths $15 
PHS Jamie Harrell $15 
PHO Naum Sehuiowski $15 
PMIT Matt NecKay $15 
PMI2 Massimo Murdocca $15 
PMT3 Steve Corica 

PMI4 Tery McFlynn 

MIS Tim Brown 

PMI6 Dariel 

3. Medal Cards (6) 

Set (6) 

MI Joel Grifiths 

M2 Joel Griffiths 

M3. Gary Van Egmond $20 
M4 Bronson Santalab $20 
M5 Bruce Diite $20 
MG Michael Thecklitos 20 


300 numb 
wor 


Al Cassio $60 
A2 Nex Wilkinson $55 
AS Rodrigo Vargas $85 
M4 Adam Griffiths $65 
‘AS Jamie Harnwell $60 
AG Craig Moore $65 
AT Tory Popovic $65 
AG Shane Smeltz $65 


2007/08 Hyundai A-League 
TRADING CARDS 


FACTORY BOX (32 pks) $125 
1 


2007 Hyundai A-League Album (No 
pages) $20 
Base Set: (130) $40 


N07 QANTAS Soccer oes (30) 
s140/set Ted Packs. 
2.2006 Hyundai A-League Medal (5) 

$20-25 each 1:32 Packs. 
Mi Nick Carle $25 
M2 Danny Allsop $5 
M3 Ernie Merrick $20 
4 NickCarle $20 
MS Arian Leuor $20 


$15 
12 Graham Amold $15 


13 ReyBaartz $15 
LA David Mitchell $15 
L5 Jimmy Rooney $15 
LG Ale Tobin $15 
U7 Paul Wade $15 
L8 Charlie Yankos $15 


A2~— DeanHeffernan $50 
‘AZ Danny Allsopp $85 
#4 Stuart Musialik $50 
AS David Tarka $50 
‘AB Matt McKay $50 
‘Al Alex Brosque $50 
AB Ross Aleist $60 


5. Tribute Card (1) 1:1 
Jonny Warren Tribute 
Gold Foiled Signature $50/each 


2006/07 Hyundai A-League 
CARD SERIES 
Factory Box (32 packs) $125 


Official Hyundai A-League Album (No 

pages) $25 
Base Set (100) $40 
SUBSET: 


1, 2006 GANT. 
T per 4 packs; 

QANTAS Socceroos Set (30) $150/set 
From SRL—SR30: 

“@ 2-9 s-% 


2. Hyundai A-League Logo Foil Cards (8) 
$8/each | per 8 packs 


Travis Dodd (Adel) $65 
A2 John Hutchinson (Mariners) $60 
43 Archie Thompson (Melb) $100 
M4 Nick Carle (Neweastie) $65 


AS Noah Hickey (NZ) $55 
AG Stan Lazandis (Perth) $65 
47 Chad Gibson (01) $55 
AB David Carney (Sydney) $85 
4. Mark Viduka Tribute Signature 
(120 only} 


1:850 packs. NA. 


AUSTRALIA 


With its place in South Africa already assured, Australia 


celebrated its World Cup qua’ 


cation with a solid performance 


against Bahrain, and yet another clean sheet. 8Y HOWARD KOTTON 


t was far from the free 
flowing game that many 
fans had hoped for, but 
Australia was full of 
commitment as it continued 
its impressive run through the 
final round of Asian World Cup 
qualifying mate 
With the Qantas Socceroos 
already having qualified for 
the World Cup after a 0-0 
draw against Qatar in a 
the previous weekend, there 
was a lack of intensity in the 
game, and it rarely reached 
great heights in front of almost 
40,000 on a bitterly cold night at 
Sydney's ANZ Stadium. 
After a slow start, Australia 
took control of the match 
in the second half despite 
of chances 
ger margin. 
alf goals from Mile 
i and David Carney 
enabled Australia to maintain its 
unbeaten record with a 2-0 win 
Striker Scott McDonald missed 
golden chance to score and 
break his international drought 
on 25 minutes, firing a volley 
over the crossbar when he had 
plenty of time to steady himself 
The Qantas Socceroos 
came out after the interval 
with renewed vigour and 
desperation, and it wasn't long 
before they broke the deadlock 
when Sterjovski pounced on a 
defensive error to score. 
Then in the dying minutes 
Carney reacted quickly to 
ound after a 
bicycle kick by Jason Culina had 
ed into the post. 


Australia was unlucky not to 
score a third with Harry Kewell 
also hitting the woodwork. 

well relished the freed of 
his role as a floating winger/ 
striker, providing skill and run 
on the wing. Not only did he set 
up Sterjovski' 
played his part in 
scoring chance: 

hwarzer 


Minus the services of several 
cluding Tim Cahill, 
Bresciano and Brett 
Emerton, coach Pim Verbeek 
had g appy 
with the performances of 
several players, including 
defender Mark Milligan 
“I think we created enough 
chances to score more than two 
goals,” Verbeek said. "We 
probably not really sharp enough 
finish it off 
‘A lot of new players came 
into the team but 


reason to be 


were 


launched a spirited defence of 
the team’s tactics. 
“I'm extremely proud (of) 
the whole team and 
ement have gone about 
their job the whole campaig 
They 've been extremely 
he 
s very hard to understand 
how difficult the conditions (in 
Asia) are at times. You nee 
to go away and just get the job 


done. Sometimes it’s not pretty.” 


ANZ Sta im, June 10, 2009 


Qantas Socceroos 
Bahrain 


© THE soccrnog 


2(Sterjovski 55, Carney 89) 
0 


Itwas déja vu for Japan as two Tim Cahill goals sealed another 
Qantas Socceroos’ come-from-behind win. BY HOWARD KOTTON 


proved Japan’ 
bogeyman again 
as he spearheaded 


match in Melbourne. 
Down 1-0 at the interval, 
ar scored twic 
second half to seal v 


nin Germany, 
Cahill had engineered another 
come-from 
LW 
World Cu 

atch to sink the Japan 

his win on a chilly nigh 
the MCG in front of 69, 


ase of qualifying and 
head of Japan at the top 
of their group 
n stralians, m 
stars including Harry 


nd Brett Emerton, ¥ 
isive early. Japan 
to control 


tomo and Atsuto 
charging forward at 

ary opportunity 
s looked more 
dangerous, and it cam 
rprise that the 


visito 
as no 
scored first 
an in-swingin 

30 Naka 


corner from 
ura headed home 
io Tanaka five 


sheets in World Ci 


for Socceroo 


Qantas Socceroos 


Japan 


Schwarzer, who had spent the 
previous 670 minutes in goal 
without conceding 
red to sting 
Qanta eroos into 
action as they increased their 
intens: fter half-time. Thi 
paid dividends when midfielder 
> Grella 
kick forward for Cahill to rise 
and head home in trademark 
fashion in the S9th minute. 
Seventeen minutes later 


lipped a free 


over a 
Cahill took 
e of a disorganised 


in ner ar 
advanta 
ice to score the 
winner at the far post 
It was Cahill’s 16th 


d as he wa to 
the bench in the 86th minute 
The win meant Australia 
finished five points ahead of 
apan in the final round of 
ifying, promptin; 

coach Pim Verbe say 
m had sent a “statement to 
obably the 


power and cour 
from 1-04 


the first half,” 


2 (Cahill 59, 76) 
1 (Tanaka 40) 


Despite home advantage, the Irish were no match 
for Australia in Limerick, going down 3-0 with 


Tim Cahill the hero again, ay How: 


nother victory, 
another two 
als from Tim 
Cahill. It was 
a familiar storyline as the 
Qantas Socceroos marched to a 
comprehensive 3-0 international 
friendly win over the Republic 
of treland in Limeri 
Cahill underlined his class 
with two superb finishes 
just before half 


David Carney then se 
an emphatic win for Australia 
with a stunning effort from 30 

1 full-time, his shot 
nto the top corner as it 
{ substitute keeper 
iren Westwood. 
I'm just glad that Tim was 
on the pitch for us,” coach Pim 
Verbeek said afterwards. 

The Qantas roos had 
chances to score early, with 
Mile Jedinak’s header for 
a full-stretch save from Irish 
goal! 

Just as Ireland was enjoying 
a concerted period of p: 
in stepped Cahill. The E 
midfielder and Celtic st 
McDonald swept forward from 
half ith Cahill putting 
McDonald in the clear. 

The striker then cut back 
inside and laid off to Cahill, 
who was free on the edge of the 
area, Th rion star took on 
touch on to his left foot, and left 
Given stranded 

Harry Kewell headed over soon 
afterwards, but that miss did 
not matter, with Cahill adding 
a second in the 44th minut 
to make it a clinical one-two 


KOTTON 


punch. Ireland’s defence allowed 
Australia too much space once 
again, with Rhys Williams 
cantering in to sting Given’s 
palms and, from the rebound, 
Cahill slamming it home 

The Qan 

performance was capped off 

in the dyir onds with an 
excellent goal from Carney, 
who had time and space to hit 
a superb swerving drive that 
rocketed into the top corner 
Verbeek started the friendly 
with an experimental side. The 
backline was inexperienced as 


arts of the co 
looked comfor 


an tly 
Australia started brightly 
and Luke Wilkshire had the 
, but his shot from 
he box went wide, 
while Kewell forced a low sav 
from Given soon afterwards 
from a free kick. 

Robbie Keane had the first 
chance for Ireland, his glancing 
header going over the bar in the 
13th minute. 

Australian goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarzer was called into 
action for the first time on 23 


to 
create space for himself in the 
penalty box. 


s itu 

the chance to 

yet his shot went acro: 
face of goal 


Thomond Park. Limerick. August 12. 2009 


Republic of Ireland 


Qantas Socceroos 


@ reece 


0 
8 (Cahill 38, 44, Carney 90) 


The Qantas Socceroos suffered their first loss since AUSTRALIA 
March to a classy Korean outfit. 8Y HOWARD KOTTON 


pleted Australian 
line-up battled 
nely in hostile 
rritory before 
cumbing to the Korea 
Republic 3-1 in.an international 


Tim Cahill and Harry Kewel 
and str d to contain the 
lively and talented Ko 
ly shot out 
hu-Young 
inutes 


advantage 
20th minute. 


Ki 


headed hon 
Bresciano free kick 
er, after dominating 
half, the Koreans 
ensured victory in th 
minute when Seol K 
aded home a Park 
To 
The result meant the Kore: 
Republic extended its unt 
run to a staggering 26 games 
The b controlled 
ialf hour as Australis 
1 to get into the game 
on a poor Seoul pitch. 
Korea's first goal car 
a result of an error by 
Stefanutto, attempting to 
prevent Jason Culina’s pass 
from going for a throw-in. 
The defender gave the ball 
way to Lee Chun; 


shind the defence. 


ave goalkeeper Mark 
rzer no chance from six 


Korea Republic 


Qantas Socceroos 


McDonald creat 
Australia’s first s 
opportunity 
when the Celtic str 
wide m the corner 
At the ot 
almost left 
a Park Chu: 
hich he 
nite 
‘al line 
No such luck two minutes 
howev when Lee Jung 
arzer, finishing 


er then denied the 
third goal, sa 


jefender Kisnorbo 
ed home to put Australia 
k into contention. The 


The visitor 
press for an eq 
nd h, ith 
aming left-foot volley tipped 
y Lee Woon-Jae. 
Five minutes later, the keeper 
s called into action again 


forward for an equalis 
Koreans put the result beyond 
doubt with a devastating 
counter-attacking move. 
Park Ji-Sung br clear 
down the k ng before 
up Seal Ki-Hyun with a 

pinpoint cross, The substitute 
downward header just beat 
chwarzer, inflicting Australia’s 
first defeat since the loss to 
Kuwait in March. 


eptember 5, 2009 
3 (Park 5, Lee 20, Seol 87) 
1 (Risnorbo 34) 


HEADS UP 
Australia’s Josh Kennedy 
(left) and Patrick Kisnorbo 

(centre) challenge for the ba 
against three Korea Republic 
opponents. Kisnorbo scored 
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Allthe latest news 


England 

After the highs of 2008-09, 
it’s been an indifferent start 
for Mark Schwarzer in his 
second season at Fulham 
Australia’s No. 1 shot-stopper 
kept just one clean sheet for 
the Cottagers in the first six 
games of the Premier League, 
and that came against 
hapless Portsmouth. Fellow 
Socceroo keeper Brad 

Jones, normally a first-team 
regular with Championship 


s on Australians overse’ 


side Middlesborough, was 
sidelined with injury. Faring 
better, however, is Jones’ Boro 
teammate Rhys Williams. 
Although the young rising 
star and his team received 
areality check as they went 
down 5-0 at home to West 
Brom, Williams has played 
a key role, scoring in the 2-2 
draw with Coventry. 

While Williams has been 
used as a defender in coach 
Pim Verbeek’s international 

set-up, Boro manager 


Gareth Southgate has been 
playing him in central 
midfield will great success. 
Across the Pennines at 
Everton, the Toffees’ season 
took a turn for the better 
after they routed Blackburn 
3-0. Socceroo talisman Tim 
Cahill made a steady start to 
the new term, scoring against 
international teammate 
Schwarzer in Everton's 2-1 
defeat of Fulham, as well asa 
double against the Republic 
of Ireland in August's 
international friendly. Cahill 
was joined at Goodison in 
September by international 
colleague and best friend 
Lucas Neill. The Australian 
skipper, who returned from 
the football wilderness 
following his departure 
from West Ham, increases 
Everton’s defensive options, 
which had been weakened by 
transfer sales and injuries to 
key defenders. 


lialy 

In Serie A, Mark Bresciano 
has been a regular in Palermo’s 
first team in the early stages 
of the season, although he 
was an unused sub in the 1-0 
loss to his former club Parma. 
Palermo got off the mark with 
a win against Napoli on the 
opening weekend, Meanwhile, 
in Serie B, Carl Valeri played a 
full game as Grosetto picked 
up its first win of the season, 
defeating Modena 3-1 


Russia 

Unlike most of Europe, the 
Russian Premier League is 
nearing its final stages, with 
Luke Wilkshire’s Dinamo 
Moscow sitting mid-table. 
Wilkshire has been getting 
plenty of valuable game time, 
most recently in the Moscow 
derby when Dinamo went 
down 3-0 to rival CSKA 
Wilkshire was sent off in the 
loss at home to Rubin Kazan, 
and things got even worse the 
following week when Dinamo 
crashed out of the Europa 
League against Bulgarian 
outfit CSKA Sofia 


Scotland 
Scott McDonald's Celtic 


SEEING RED 


opened a four-point gap Luke Wilkshire 
over arch-rival Rangers was sent off 

at the top of the Scottish forDinamo 

Premier League after the Moscow 

first six games, winning 

five and drawing the other. 

The Hoops’ Europa League Switzerland 


adventure got off to a poor 
start, though, as they went 
down 2-1 to Hapoel Tel Aviv 
in Israel. McDonald has 
continued his prolific form for 
his club, netting seven times 
already this season. He will 
hope his domestic scoring form 
translates to the international 
stage soon as he looks 

to end his goa! drought at 

the top level. 


Veteran defender Scott 
Chipperfield found the net 
twice ina strong start for FC 
Basel, with a Europa League 
win against fancied Italian 
outfit Roma the highlight 
hipperfield came on as a 
substitute in Basle’s 1-0 loss to 
Fulham in October, lining up 
against fellow Socceroo 
Mark Schwarzer. The teams 
will meet again in December 


The Netherlands 
Former Sheffield United player 
David Carney made his debut 
for Dutch club FC Twente with a 
Jate appearance as a substitute 
in his team’s 2-0 win over 
Heerenveen, Pim Verbeek is 
said to have been instrumental 
in the transfer, convincing 
‘Twente’s English boss Steve 
McClaren that Carney was the 
solution for the team’s left-sided 
problems. Carney helped put 
himself on the international 
radar by scoring a sensational 
late goal for the Qantas 
Socceroos in the 3-0 defeat of the 
Republic of Ireland in Limerick. 

Defending Dutch champion 
AZ Alkmaar began its Eredivisie 
title defence in style with four 
consecutive victories. Brett 
Holman scored twice for Ronald 
Koeman's men early in the 
season and, with AZ taking 
part in the UEFA Champions 
League, he will gain valuable 
experience at the highest level 
in club football. 


Turkey 
Harry Kewell’s Galatasaray 
made an extraordinary start 
to the season, winning its first 
10 games in Europe and the 
Turkish Siiper Lig. Kewell, in 
his second season at the club, 
enjoyed a rich vein of form, 
scoring four goals from three 
games in August 


} 
2 


FOREIGN FIELDS 


TURKISH 
DELIGHT 
Harry Kewell’s 
Galatasaray 
is off toa flyer 


9 


Fellow battler and mid-table GOING 
‘gravy boat’ Blackburn also JAPANESE ee 
| made a shaky start: Rovers Josh Kennedy 
a 15th on the nae i“ is on fire DL LLdeeddddddddddddadddddddddaddddddddddddcedddddddddddcddddsssissle HOME-BOUND 
with seven points from their at Nagoya Mile Sterjovski 
frat six malches Having Gh Men on the Move inlighiing up tie 


SAFE HANDS 
Mark Schwarzer's 
Fulham has 
enjoyeda 
mixed start to 
the season. 


struggled with injuries last 
term following his transfer 
from Torino, Vince Grella 
has made a strong return 

this season, although he was 
sent off against Aston Villa 
last month. The Socceroo 
midfielder has been tipped as 
a star player by manager Sam 
Allardyce. Also returning 
from a long spell on the 
sidelines at Rovers after a 
serious knee injury is Brett 
Emerton, who enjoyed his 
first taste of senior action 

in eight months. Grella and 
Emerton, who both played key 
roles in Germany in 2006, will 
be looking to stay injury-free 
this year to secure their places 
in the squad for South Africa. 


Japan 

Big man Josh Kennedy signed 
for Japan's Nagoya Grampus in 
the off-season, travelling east 
from German club Karlsruhe 
following its relegation from 
the Bundesliga. The 27-year- 
old had demanded a move in 
order to get more first-team 
opportunities before the World 
Cup. Having helped the Qantas 
Socceroos qualify for South 
Africa, Kennedy has all but 
secured his place in the squad 
next June, bagging four goals 
in his first eight games for his 
new club. 


Who went where in the past few months? 


Player 
Lucas Neill 
David Carney 
Michael Beauchamp 
Jason Culina 
Josh Kennedy 
Patrick Kisnorbo 
Shane Stefanutio 
Mile Sterjovski 
Danny Allsopp 
Adricm Leijer 
Jacob Burns 
Mile Jedinak 
Adam Guitfiths 


From 

West Ham (England) 
Sheffield United (England) 
AaB Aalborg (Denmark) 

PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) 
Karlsruhe (Germany) 
Leicester (England) 

Lyn Oslo (Norway) 

Derby (England) 


Melbourne Victory 
Fulham (England) 


Unirea Urziceni (Romania) 


Genclorbirligi (Turkey) 
Gold Coast United 


Everton (England) 

FC Twente (Netherlands) 
AlJazira (UAE) 

Gold Coast United 
Nagoya Grampus (Japan) 
Leeds (England) 

North Queensland Fury 
Perth Glory 

Al-Rayyan (Qata:) 
Melbourne Victory 

Porth Glory 

Antalyaspor (Turkey) 

Al Shabab (Saudi Arabia) 


A-League. 


FOR THE RECORD 


LLMs bbb bbb bbb bbs bbsbddbdisbssisssssddigcisccridcdddddddddddddddddddcdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddcdddddddddddéédi 


Results Qantas Socceroos’ results and confirmed fixtures from 


= January I, 2009, to July 31, 2010. The draw for the 2010 FIFA 
and Fixtures World Cup group stages will be held on December 4, 2009. 


FIFA World Cup Qualifiers M0000) 


INDONESIA0 JAPANO REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 0 
AUSTRALIA 0 AUSTRALIAO AUSTRALIA 

Gelora Bung Karno Stadium, Jakarta kohama International Stadium, 

January 28, 2008 

AUSTRALIAO pStapety Li 2008 KOREA REPUBLIC 3 


TOWAIKL AUSTRALIA1 
erra Stadium, Canbe: UZBEKISTAN 0 


ANZ 


Seoul 
ptember 5, 2009 
AUSTRALIA vOMAN April 1.2 AUSTRALIA 
Etihad Stadium, Melbourne QATARO vy NETHERLANDS 
Yctober 14, 20 _— = AUSTRALIA dney 
Doher October 10, 2008 
Tune 6, 2009 
ber 14, 2009 AUSTRALIA 2 
KUWAIT v AUSTRALIA BAHRAINO 
Kuwait City ANZ Stadium, Sydi 
January 10 June 10,2009 
AUSTRALIA v INDONESIA AUSTRALIA2 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane JAPAN1 
March 3, 2010 MCG, Melbourne 
June 17, 20 


Play by the Rules website 


offers free online training, information and resources to ensure everyone, 
particularly children, can enjoy their sport in a safe environment free from 
discrimination and harassment. 3 


Play by the Rules 

is supported by sporting, child 

protection and anti-discrimination 

agencies around Australia, together 
ing leade 


© TNE socceRao Every game now availableon FOXGIIEZ 1D FOX 240 FOX 


eisai 


vec29si/soc 


evealed. 


5? Take this quiz and all will ber’ 


thing or two about the Qantas Socceroo: 


Reckon you know a 


. TICKETS MUST BE PRE-PURCHASED eae ey we : Which Socceroo was 
call Ticketmaster 1300 136 122 bias Wechesk ew acme Pec arm ee 


B.B: 
c. 


as coach? 


Archie 


For dining options call 1300 727 575 


hompson 


How many caps has 
Mark Viduka won for the 
Qantas Socceroos? 


Which two players made 
their debut for Australia 
against Japan in June? 
A. Rh 


Ss day 31 October 
AAM\ Victoria Derby Day 


Tuesday 3 November 


Emirates Melbourne Cup Day goalkeepers does not 


play in the English 
Thursday 5 November Championship? 
Crown Oaks Day x part cee AA. Adam Federici 
y How many different ; yy Cahill netted? 
y 7 November English clubs has Lucas —— 
: 2 
akes Day on Which of these players 
B.4 Which of these Socceroos Where will the 2014 represented the Republic 
C.5 is playing in the UEFA World Cup be played? of Ireland at under-21 level? 
s Champions League in A. Brazil A.I C 
Which of these players the 2009-1 B. Argentina B.M 
was the first to make his C. Mex c. 
debut for Australia? 
AK. John Aloisi Which Socceroo Who was Australia’s top 
B =) is the captain of goalscorer in the 2007 
©. Harry Kew Who missed a penalty Perth Glory? Asian Cup? 
when Australia played A A 
Who scored Australia's the Netherlands in 2006? B.M 
first goal against C C. Ja: 
Uzbekistan in April? 
Bi. Josh Kannect How many goals did Who scored Australia's 
= Australia concede in second goal against 
Z its final World Cup Croatia in the 2006 


three scored against qualifying group? 
the Netherlands A. 
NEW BLUE that day? B.| Meg 
Lucas Neill was c. C. Mark Brescican 
on the move again How many goals has Who was Australia’s 
in’ September Tim Cahill scored for captain against 
ft be hejoined Australia? Indonesia in January? 
ot aes knocked Australia A. A. Lucas Neill 
Emirati 5 out of the 2007 Asian B. B. Jason Culina 
Cmirates Cup finals? c.18 C. Craig Moore 


t 
Principal Partner 


=. 
AAMI afin, =~ J ‘ 
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ry 
for the 2010 World C 
the Qantas Socce: 


1 point for Australia in its 


io Vidosic and 
Williams) for Australia v 
Japan at the MCG 


3 World Cu 
Australia has qualified 


4 goals scored by Tim Cahill in 
internatic 


8 nations 
for the 2018 Ws 


he first day of the 2010 


11 June 
World Cup 

1LA ue players who 
started for Australia v Kuwait 


SONY 


make. believe 


@ vm socernes 


Qantas Socec' 


Craig Moore 
but for Australia 
against Ghana 


14th in the world, Australia’s 
highest FIFA world ranking, in 
September 2009 


for the Qantas 


in their final Asian 
World Cup qualitying group 


26 games unbeaten for the 
Korea Republic after beating 
Austral 1 


29 clean sheets kept by 
Mark Schwarzer for Australia, 
cord 


anationa! 


55 percent winning 
percentage for Pim Verbeek as 
Australia’s coach 


pOleyEay the magi 


k 


eros statistics in 2009. 


“ the oan. mitiaeon al | 


194 ce 
height 
giant striker Josh Kennedy 


. the 
Australia’s 


670 minutes before Mark 
Schwarzer conceded a goal 
in the final Asian World Cup 
qualifying group 


tween Sydney and 


Tashkent, Uzbekistan. BRICK WALL 
where Australia played i Mark Schwarzer 
first game of the final ¥ didn't concede 


Cup qualifying group a goal for nine 
games in 
69,238 spectators at the MCG arow. 


for Australia v Japan 


No matter how little a child has, if they have their health, they have a shot at a future. 
Which is why UNICEF Australia and Footbal! Federation Australia have teamed up to 
promote healthy living for underpriviliged children in Africa. 


You can help support UNICEF by donating whatever you can, and until 15 January 
2010, a $20 donation gives you the chance to win a trip to the UK to watch Tim Cahill 
play for Everton! Just visit www.unicef.org.au and go to the competition page to 
enter. Terms and conditions apply. 
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al alls aWor n the horiz! 
footballis c ucial when a Wo id Cup is oF 
E 


Playing regular first-te 


g osh Kennedy did it in 
June, David Carney bit 


the bullet 
@ while Michael 


champ 


followed suit just a couple 


1mon thread? Moving 


players seem to change 
teams more frequently than 
Elizabeth Taylor swapped 
husbands - but when a World 


Cup is just around 


the corner, 


han usual 
In recent mont 


players have headed to new 
pastures all over the globe. Mile 
Jedina’ tched one Turkish 
club, Ger irligi, for anothe 


Antalyaspor. | Neill lef 
West Ham for fellow P' 


League club Everton. P 


Kisnorbo decided to tr 
hours further north in Er 


while, Jason Culina 
Coyne, Jacob Burns 
Stefanutto and Mile 


Sterjovski are just five 


Australian internationals who 
left Europe to return home to 


the A-League for the 2009-10 


For many, the pull of playing 
in the World Cup is a major 
reason behind the change of 
scene, Australia coach Pim 
Verbeek will be despera 


each member of his squad to 


be playing regular first-team 
football in the lead 
to the tourna 
guishiny 

while a rival 

Be ame once or 

e wice a week 

* could cost you a 

seat on the plane 


to South Africa 


Oic ie likes of star 
duo Neill and Culina don't 
have much to worry about 
But for Carney, getting more 


major factor 
‘om English 


C Twente 
“FC Twente ar arope and 
finished second in the league 
last year,” he said 
It's a good club and an 
ambitious club, and I think it 
was just the right move for me 
really, I think it’s the ideal club 
for me to lead into the 2010 
World Cup 
To get picked would be 


fantastic. It would be a drearr 


The key with the 
Socceroos is the 
way they play is 
the Dutch way. 
When Carney 
you can stil 
the Liverpudlian aecent he 
der from several years 
playing in Everton's youth 


speaks, 


s of 


ace 


teams alongs 
Wayne Rooney 
His has been a jc 
so familiar to 


countrymen. After signing 


> a teenage 


urney 
y of his 


rton at 16, and later 
in the 2002 FA Youth 


pla 


ng 
Cup final, Carney had brief 

spe veral other British 
clubs. But his d 
stardom on th 
stage didn't c 


2ams of 
iropean 
me true, and 
) Australia, anc 


n 
FC. 
home, he made an 
\edliate impression, scoring 
goals.as his new club took out 
A-League title in 2006. He 
made his international debut the 
same year 

Once again, t pean 


was 


ady to take the next step 


flourished in his first 
on at Sheffield United, 
opportunities became 


but f 
limited when the Bl, 


les 
appointed a new manager in 
2008. He was loar UL To 
ich in 2009 and, at the 
end of that se 
time to move on 

It was definitely a culture 
shock coming over to the 
Netherlands but, football-wise 
it's fantastic. It’s all about the 


on, knew it was 


passing game and it’s really 
technical,” Carney revealed. 
The twa leagues are like chalk 
and cheese,” 
Carney’s international 
breakthrough came at the 
2007 Asian Cup fin 
he caught the eye playing at 
lef s-back. In August, he 
scored a breathtaking goal 
from Ic ige in the 3-0 win 
against the Republic of Ireland 
His versatility - he can play 


here 


at full-back or on the wing 
e the trump c. 
i places up for 


the squad for South Africa 

The key with the Socceroos 
is the way they play is the 
Dutch way. The full-backs 
attack as well,” he said 

“1 don’t mind where I play, as 
ack, But either 
I'm just happy to play and 


aslca 


to be out there. 

Carney is enjoying his 
new life in the Netherlands 
Coached by former England 


boss Steve McLarer 
start 


made a strc 
for the Eredivisie title, anc 
was unbeaten in its first eight 
games 
Ir'sall 
all just got to keep working 
hard and, hopefully by the 
end of the season, we'll have 


1g well, but we've 


good, 


achieved something 
Carney said 

Come s 
well have booked his ticket 
to South Africa too, 


son’s end, he may 
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PLUS RIC A R AND 20 OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST PROFESSIONAL WRESTLERS 
PERSONALLY SELECTED BY HULK, INCLUDING: BRUTUS ‘THE BARBER’ BEEFCAKE, (005) 
VAMPIRE WARRIOR, KISHI, NASTY BOYS, JIMMY HART, LACEY VON ERICH AND MORE 


IN THE ULTIMATE WRESTLING SPECTACULAR! 


MELBOURNE * SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER * ROD LAVER ARENA 
PERTH * TUESDAY 24 NOVEMBER * BURSWOOD DOME 
RISBANE * THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER * BRISBANE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 
4 SYDNEY ° SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER * ACER ARENA 
and Dinner & Show packages visit www. 


4 
BooK AT PpCICKETEK =) 132 849 showhiz.com.au or call 1300 4 SHOWS 
a 2 contemateennss 


For exclusive Meet & Greet, VIP, Stay & See* 


The Spirit of Aus 


